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Greetings from the EGSG Chair
Greetings to all members of the Ethnic
Geography Specialty Group and others who seek
to become members of this young, energetic
dynamic knowledge community!
The EGSG currently has about 200+ members
and encourages new members to join in. The
EGSG members have continued to work hard
and have attracted memberships through
promoting EGSG activities at the Race,
Ethnicity, and Place (REP) conferences, by
increasing its visibility at the American
Association of Geographers (AAG) annual
meetings,
and
through
the
EGSG’s
ethnicgeography.com website.
The annual membership dues are $10 for
members and $3 for student members. EGSG
leadership continues to encourage specialty
group members to organize sessions at AAG
under the EGSG banner, and offers sponsorship
to sessions with content that aligns with its
mission. As in the past, EGSG leadership
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gathered papers not assigned to a session that
focus on issues connected to ethnic geography
and assembled them into sessions at the AAG
meeting.
- Madhuri Sharma

EGSG Officers and Standing
Committees
Past Chair:
Heike Alberts, University of Wisconsin,
Oshkosh, 2016-2018

Current Chair:
Madhuri Sharma, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, 2016-2018

Vice Chair:
Edris Montalvo, Cameron University, 20162018

Secretary-Treasurer:
Elizabeth Chacko, George Washington
University, 2016-2018

Board of Directors:
Carlos Teixeira, University of British ColumbiaOkanagan, 2016-2018
Wan Yu, Binghamton University, 2016-2018
Dave Kaplan, Kent State University, 2016-2018
Michael Webb, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, 2016-2018
Holly Barcus, Macalester College, 2016-2018
Jay Newberry, Binghamton University, 20172019
Paul McDaniel, Kennesaw State University,
2017-2019

EGSG Awards Committee
(Responsible for Distinguished Ethnic
Geography Scholar, Outstanding Ethnic
Geography Service, and Outstanding Ethnic
Geography Career Awards)
Sean Crotty, Texas Christian University, 20162018
Carlos Teixeira, University of British Columbia,
Okanagan, 2017-2019
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Stavros Constantinou, Ohio State University,
2017-2019
Emily Skop, University of Colorado, Colorado
Springs, 2017-2019

Outstanding Ethnic Geography
Dissertation Proposal Committee
Susan Hume, Southern Illinois University, 20162018
Carlos Teixeira, University of British Columbia,
Okanagan, 2016-2018
Selima Sultana, University of North Carolina,
Greensboro, 2017-2019

Outstanding Ethnic Geography Student
Paper Committee
David Kaplan, Kent State University, 20162018
Kanika Verma, Independent Scholar, 2017-2019
Jay Newberry, Binghamton University, 20172019

AAG Program Committee
Madhuri Sharma, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, 2016-2018
Heather Smith, University of North Carolina,
Charlotte, 2016-2018
Wan Yu, Binghamton University, 2017-2019

Website Committee
Michael Webb, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, 2017-2019
Matt Cook, Eastern Michigan University, 20162018

Newsletter Committee
Paul McDaniel, Kennesaw State University,
2016-2018 (Newsletter Editor)
Richard Gioioso, St. Joseph’s University, 20162018 (Newsletter Co-Editor)

Student Committee
Ana Sanchez, University of Binghamton, 20162018
Scott Markley, University of Georgia, 20162018
Donghee Koh, University of Tennessee, 20162018
John Ponstingel, Binghamton University, 20162018
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Biographies of Two EGSG
Stellar Members
Biography of David Kaplan (Kent State
University)

I think our interest in ethnicity has a lot to do
with where we grow up and our experiences as
kids. If I had grown up in the Deep South during
the Civil Rights era, the changing relations
between blacks and whites would have
undoubtedly shaped my outlook and interests. If
I had grown up in a city like London as it was
experiencing the “coming home” of many of its
former colonial subjects, from places like
Jamaica and Bangladesh, the experience of
immigration and the clashes between newcomers
and the old guard would have formed a vital
aspect of my experience.
My birthplace was a bit less dramatic. In the
1960s and 70s, Worcester, Massachusetts, was
an unprepossessing city not far from the selfdescribed “Hub” of Boston; a blue collar city
that boasted some 13 different colleges and
universities yet never felt like a college town.
No rampant boosterism in Worcester. No
smugness and conceit to be found here.
Worcester was an unsure mixture of
cosmopolitanism and parochialism. People from
around the world shared the city with people
whose parents, uncles, aunts, and grandparents
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all lived on different floors of one of the city’s
famous triple-deckers.
Like New England as a whole, Worcester was
mostly white.
There were a few African
Americans and some Puerto Ricans but the bit of
segregation that existed forced these folks into
just a few city blocks. Though my elementary
school included people from al manner of social
class, there were no minority students.
Yet
ethnicity was everywhere. When I was a kid,
several older people were Irish immigrants
themselves and the rest were second and third
generation, wearing the Irish flag and fiercely
proud of their Irish heritage. The “troubles” in
Northern Ireland were not far from people’s
thoughts, and support for the Irish Republican
Army, often in dollars collected at the many
Irish taverns in town, was widespread. On St.
Patrick’s Day teachers would call out each of the
pupils to see whether they were wearing green.
The Italians were the next group in Worcester to
stake a claim, and their visibility came from the
bakeries, restaurants, and corner pizzerias found
in many neighborhoods. Rounding out this
ethnic mélange were Greeks, Armenians, and
Jews.
Each group had its businesses, its
churches and synagogues, and its social clubs.
By virtue of my father and my name, I was put
in the Jewish group. My family did not practice
Judaism – my mother had been raised
Episcopalian and my father did not care – but we
belonged to the Jewish Community Center and,
unlike many of my friends, I did not attend
catechism. As our neighborhood was mixed, I
experienced my share of anti-Semitism. People
still said “kike” or talked about being “Jewed” –
it was the nature of community speech. It was
unpleasant but gave me further insights into the
relevance of ethnic boundaries.
While still in high school, I took a number of
geography courses at Clark University, where I
learned about the traditions of the field and
firmed my resolve to become a geographer. I
took a fabulous cultural geography class from
Martyn Bowden and it was with Saul Cohen that
I began my fascination with political geography.
At Johns Hopkins, where I received my
undergraduate
degree,
two
outstanding
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professors opened up the ideas behind ethnic
geography. Dr. Andrew Cherlin, a sociology
professor who has enjoyed great renown as a
scholar of marriage and the family, taught me
urban sociology which included the ideas of the
Chicago School and those who came afterwards.
Dr.
Kathleen
Verdery,
a
prominent
anthropologist of Eastern European nationalism
and ethnicity, showed me what made ethnicity
salient in some contexts and not so important in
others. Ironically it was the knowledge gained
in those two non-geography courses that I
pursued when I became a formal geographer as a
graduate student at the University of Wisconsin
– Madison.
My graduate studies led me to ethnicity and
nationalism in equal measure. While they come
out of different scholarly literatures, these
phenomena deal with the politics and geography
of cultural difference. Both my Master’s thesis
(under Bob Sack) and my Doctoral dissertation
(under Martin Cadwallader) looked at the
French-English divide in Canada. This too came
from my childhood in Worcester, as it was an
outpost of the French Canadian diaspora that had
trickled south in search of better opportunities.
French and English-Canadians – as tourists and
neighbors – were a part of Worcester’s ethnic
landscape. And visits to Quebec and the
Maritimes
exemplified
the
strange
circumstances of that country.
After my graduate days, I moved on to study
other places. For the most part I have always
tried to have a fieldwork interest near where I
live and also in an international region. I have
long been fascinated by the consequences of
ethnic segregation, both good and bad, to borrow
a bit from Ceri Peach. As I first taught at the
University of St. Thomas and lived in St. Paul, I
was able to study both sides of this. I noticed
that the fairly recent surge of Indochinese
immigrants was reshaping some key commercial
corridors in St. Paul and so this began my
interest in how ethnic economies operate and in
the potentially positive consequences of
segregation. It is also here that I first began to
study the uneven distribution of mortgages, and
how that reflected the racial geography of
Minneapolis/St. Paul.
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Once I moved to Kent State University, I shifted
my local research to the Cleveland and Akron
areas. My work on ethnic economies examined
the African American businesses in Cleveland,
many of which had been devastated by urban
renewal and highway development, access of
inner city residents to job opportunities, and how
the digital divide affected certain communities.
I also embarked on a large study of mortgage
lending and foreclosures in the Akron area,
again as a way to determine whether the patterns
were conditioned by other factors, many of them
racial.
Most recently, I have been expanding my ethnic
geography work in two areas. I will soon
publish a new book entitled Imprinting Ethnicity
(Rowman and Littlefield 2017), which examines
the various processes that shape the spatial
experiences of different groups within different
contexts.
In it, I discuss the history of
segregation, its causes and consequences, ethnic
placemaking,
the
different
modes
of
incorporation, and the new ethnic formations
created by transnationalism and diasporas. The
second area is through my continued efforts to
understand the spatial ramifications of
multiculturalism, using neighborhoods in Paris
as
case
studies
for
this
research.
Multiculturalism has been discussed a great deal
but I feel as if the geography of this
phenomenon merits further examination.
Ethnic geography was a part of my childhood
and continues to fascinate me as I continue my
geography career. I very much look forward to
seeing what other ethnic geographers are doing
and to making my own contributions to the field.
- David Kaplan

Like EGSG on Facebook at:
facebook.com/EthnicSpecialtyGroup/
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Biography of Emily Skop (University of
Colorado Colorado Springs)

The Washington, D.C. hospital where I was born
no longer exists, it was demolished during the
fury of the 1970s urban renewal era. My parents,
Richard and Linda, raised my much older
siblings, Valerie and Brian, and I in the innerring suburb of Oxon Hill, Maryland during the
first five years of my life. I don’t recall much
from that time, except when my parents told us
that we were moving to Fairfax Station,
Virginia. I didn’t realize it then, but they were
part of the massive white flight occurring during
that time.
I then spent seven years in the nearly all-white
suburbs of Northern Virginia. My Jewish,
working class grandmother would come visit
from Baltimore (where her parents, Jacob and
Eva Cator, arrived as immigrants from Lithuania
in 1900) every month, oftentimes with bagels
and books in hand, or even better with deepfried hard shell crabs in the summer. My Scots
Irish
and
German,
Congregationalist
grandparents would visit from the Midwest
several times a year, and also host us at their
grand home in Jacksonville, Illinois for at least
two weeks every summer. They would insist
upon the very best manners and sophistication in
all affairs, and exposed us to high society with
annual trips to Chicago and sometimes further
abroad. One summer, they took us grandchildren
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on an adventure all over Pennsylvania as my
grandmother (maiden name Beatrice Hayes)
gathered evidence of her revolutionary ancestor,
Molly Hayes (aka Molly Pitcher). As a reward
for our good behavior, we received “Molly” a
black lab mix from the pound, just as she
secured her “Daughters of the American
Revolution” membership papers!
Thus, ours was a doggedly cosmopolitan, but
confused, and sometimes distressed household,
as we learned the different parts of our ethnic
heritage in both subtle and more overt ways that
I only now recognize when I put on my “social
construction of ethnicity” analytical cap. While
there were many moments of exhilarating
adventure and exploration, often with my
determined mother at the helm, there was also
tension and uncertainty as we navigated our
parents’ and grandparents’ decidedly different
class and cultural backgrounds.
In 1985, we moved to Miami, Florida. My dad, a
research mechanical engineer at the U.S. Naval
Research Laboratory and the winner of the
Arthur S. Flemming Award for his work on
ocean currents and man-made marine structures,
had been offered a professorship at the
University of Miami’s Rosenstiel School of
Marine and Atmospheric Science. All I could
think about was Miami Vice, the hit television
series that was reaching its pinnacle of
popularity. Indeed, the move was a turning point
for me. I was suddenly confronted with class,
racial, ethnic, and cultural divides I had
previously never imagined or experienced.
While the internal dynamics of my own family
had introduced me to the complexity of identity,
when I began junior high, what became even
more real was the idea that identities mattered
and people really care about who you are and
where you come from.
In the confines of the supposedly safe spaces of
junior high and high school, I learned how
intolerance can discourage relationships. In an
effort to self-protect, I stayed to myself. Seeing
my trepidation, my parents pushed me to
question my own fear. My much older siblings
were no longer in the house, so on many
weekends, my parents would take me on
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adventures: these mostly included drives through
the most segregated areas of the city including
Little Havana, Little Haiti, Florida City, and
Homestead. They talked about inequality and
oppression during our many meals at different
ethnic restaurants. My maternal grandparents,
too, continued to expose me to many different
cultural experiences and took me on another lifechanging, nearly month-long tour of Great
Britain and Ireland. My paternal grandmother,
more of a bookworm herself, continuously sent
me books upon books to feed my insatiable
reading habit and imagination. Little did my
extended family know that they had begun to
train me as a geographer through all these
adventures.
After surviving junior high school, and actually
thriving once I entered Severn School, a private
preparatory high school for the Naval Academy
in Severna Park, Maryland, I chose to return to
the University of Miami. I missed the energy
and diversity of the city. I was also beginning to
realize that I was curious about the
undercurrents that made Miami so dynamic.
Besides, my parents had returned to Miami and I
wanted to be near them. The free tuition helped
too.
I spent the first few semesters as an undecided
major. I loved art, but I was too much of a
pragmatist to commit. Instead I became an art
minor (with a specialization in textiles), and
dabbled with a variety of disciplines, especially
Religious Studies and African American
Studies. Then, in the spring semester of my
sophomore year, my roommate suggested that I
take World Regional Geography. That first day,
in the large lecture hall, I sat near the front. Dr.
Thomas Boswell stood at the podium and then
proceeded to persuade us that Geography was
about everything. I was hooked.
I began going to office hours, where Dr. Boswell
and I would have long conversations (well, he
did most of the talking). Over time, Dr. Boswell
began to commence with advice: you should do
a study abroad (I did, at Queen Mary and
Westfield College in East London); you should
do an honors thesis (I did, on Hispanic National
Groups in Miami); you should apply for
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graduate school (I did, and eventually decided to
attend Arizona State University (ASU) to work
with Dr. Kevin McHugh). Dr. Bin Li, Dr. Ira
Sheskin and Dr. Peter Mueller also served as
great mentors, as they introduced me to the
newly emerging field of geographic information
systems, as well as the traditions of economic
and urban geography and encouraged me to be
curious, diligent, and enthusiastic about the
discipline.
My graduate school career was stupendous. Dr.
Kevin McHugh patiently mentored me and
taught me many invaluable techniques for
reading and writing, even as I struggled. Dr.
Daniel Arreola introduced me to the cultural
landscape and introduced me to many
colleagues. Dr. Patricia Gober, Dr. Jennifer
Hyndman, and Dr. Breandán Ó hUallacháin
nominated me for multiple fellowships, and
presented me with the importance of doing
service in academia. Dr. Brian Gratton (History)
and Dr. Cecilia Menjívar (Sociology) provided
research assistantships and taught me the
vicissitudes of the research process. These
professors, along with several other amazing
professors and dear graduate student friends,
shared their expertise and guided me as I
matured as an academic.
Meanwhile, the ethnic geography community
began opening up to me. First, through the
Association of Pacific Coast Geographers
(APCG), I met Curtis Roseman, Susan
Hardwick, James Allen, and Susan Hume,
amongst many other friendly colleagues. Each of
these influential scholars took the time to
introduce themselves and discuss the latest ideas
in the sub-discipline. Then, through the
Association of American Geographers, I found
myself in sessions with Wilbur Zelinsky, Kavita
Pandit, Joe Darden, Marie Price, Ellen Kraly,
Elizabeth Chacko, Stavros Constantinou, and
many others. It became clear that this was a
community of scholars that I deeply respected. I
soon found ways to participate in the Ethnic
Geography Specialty Group, and eventually
went on to be the specialty group’s treasurer,
vice-chair, and chair.
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When the Race, Ethnicity, and Place (REP)
conference began in 2004, I had just taken my
first job at the University of Texas at Austin. I
was also collaborating for the first time with
Wei Li, with whom I had an immediate
connection given our similar interests. The
ethnic geography community really came
together then, and I began to meet even more of
the scholars I most admired, but especially John
Frazier, Lawrence Estaville, David Kaplan,
Eugene Tettey-Fio, Carlos Teixeira, Heather
Smith, and Joy Adams. Even more exciting, I
continuously meet new colleagues from whom I
learn so much, including Wan Yu, Shaolu Yu,
Audrey Lumley-Sapanski, Paul McDaniel, and
John Ponstingel. There are so many others that
inspired me at these conferences, and who gave
me much needed advice on my research and
career. I wish I could name them all here.
I am now a Professor of Geography in the
Department of Geography and Environment
Studies and Founding Director of the Global
Intercultural Research Center at the University
of Colorado Colorado Springs. Through the
years (and perhaps because of my own personal
background and experiences), I have sought to
be a scholar that advocates inclusivity, and
challenges the legacies of exclusion through
socially relevant research, teaching, and service.
Through the lens of ethnic geography, in the
fifteen years since I began my tenure-track
career, I have built a significant record that
demonstrates sustained contributions in all areas
of my work. My teaching commits to creating an
environment that supports members of diverse
social groups, primarily through courses and
coursework that engage material on the subjects
of diversity and inclusion. My teaching also
involves my significant record of sustained,
synergistic
mentoring
experiences
with
individual students, which includes 55 graduate
and undergraduate students to date. My research
confronts normative notions about how identity
is constructed across places. My research also
examines the multiple ways in which scale
reinforces advantage and disadvantage. Lastly,
my
community
engagement
includes
department- and campus-level service activities,
as well as service to my local community and
broader professional community.
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My explorations and commitment to ethnic
geography have also generated substantial
enthusiasm
and
recognition.
My
accomplishments to date include a recent book,
The Immigration and Settlement of Asian
Indians, nineteen peer-reviewed book chapters
and twenty-one peer-reviewed research articles,
along with dozens of national/international
invitations to present my work at colloquia,
workshops, and conferences. I also recently
received the 2017 UCCS Faculty Award for
Outstanding Contribution to Diversity and
Inclusiveness and the 2018 Distinguished
Scholar Award in Ethnic Geography from the
American Association of Geographers.
These accolades provide affirmation that the
work that I do matters, but they also tell me that
my work is not done, and that I must use my
privilege and position to continue to strengthen
connections (actual and virtual) among faculty
and students whose work integrates a global,
intercultural, inclusive perspective. This most
certainly includes the community of ethnic
geographers that continuously challenge the
harmful and persistent socio-spatial hierarchies
that perpetuate privilege and oppression in the
world around us.
- Emily Skop

Emily Skop, John Frazier, Norah Henry, and
Heather Smith at Race, Ethnicity, and Place
conference
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2017 EGSG Award Recipients

EGSG Outstanding Dissertation Proposal
Award

EGSG Outstanding Student Paper Award

The dissertation proposal award committee (Paul
McDaniel, chair, Susan Hume, and Carlos
Teixeira) selected Sean Wang’s (Syracuse
University) dissertation proposal entitled
“Chinese Birth Tourism, Immigration Politics,
and Regional Racial Formations” for the 2017
EGSG Dissertation Proposal Competition
Award. Congratulations, Sean!

The committee (David Kaplan, Reuben Allen,
and Michael Webb) selected two co-winners of
the 2017 EGSG Student Paper Competition
award:
§ Katherine Hannum (Kent State University),
“Ethno-linguistic Geography and the
Classroom: Investigating Urban and Rural
Schools in Galicia, Spain.”
§ Audrey Lumley-Sapanski (Penn State
University), “Refugee Resettlements,
Divergent Outcomes: The Role of the Social
Network in Housing Type and Location.”
Congratulations, Katherine and Audrey!

Paul McDaniel, Sean Wang, and Madhuri
Sharma at AAG in Boston

EGSG Distinguished Service Award
No award was given this year.
Madhuri Sharma, Katherine Hannum, and
Michael Webb at AAG in Boston

EGSG Distinguished Scholar Award
The Awards Committee selected Emily Skop
(University of Colorado, Colorado Springs) and
Jim Forrest (Macquarie University) as the
recipients of the 2018 Distinguished Scholar
Award. Madhuri Sharma will organize two
special sessions at the 2018 AAG meeting in
New Orleans to honor these two scholars and
present them with the award. Congratulations,
Emily and Jim!

Madhuri Sharma, Audrey Lumley-Sapanski, and
Michael Webb at AAG in Boston

ethnicgeography.com
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EGSG Member News

Jim Forrest, Emily Skop, and Madhuri Sharma
at AAG in Boston

EGSG Distinguished Ethnic Geography
Career Award
The recipient of the 2017 EGSG Distinguished
Ethnic Geography Career Award is Derek
Alderman (University of Tennessee). A session
was held at the 2017 AAG meeting in Boston to
honor him. Congratulations, Derek!

Honoring Derek Alderman with the 2017 EGSG
Distinguished Ethnic Geography Career Award
at AAG in Boston
- Madhuri Sharma

ethnicgeography.com

Editor’s Note: These are the only news items of
note that were submitted to the EGSG
Newsletter. We rely on our readers to keep us
informed about their exciting activities so we
can list them here. We know there are many
members doing a wide variety of ethnic
geography activities. Please send your news
items for the newsletter to Paul McDaniel
(pmcdan11@kennesaw.edu)
because
this
reflects well on you and EGSG as an academic
organization.
Derek H. Alderman (University of Tennessee,
Knoxville), after serving as Vice President of the
American Association of Geographers (AAG)
for 2016-2017, assumed his role as President of
the AAG for the 2017-2018 year, at the
conclusion of the 2017 AAG meeting in Boston
in April.
Paul N. McDaniel (Kennesaw State University)
received a 2017-2018 Race and Ethnicity
Diversity Faculty Fellowship from the Office of
Diversity and Inclusion’s Center for Diversity
Leadership and Engagement at Kennesaw State
University, for his project, “Growing Diversity
and Inclusion Opportunities with the Georgia
Immigration Research Network (GIRN).” The
Center supports campus and community-based
scholarship on issues of ability, gender,
sexuality, race, ethnicity, sustainability, and
military status and their intersections with other
aspects of difference. Scholarship produced
through the Center will aim to raise awareness,
foster engagement, and encourage discussion on
the aforementioned diversity priority areas. At
its core, the Center is committed to academic
leadership and engagement that breaks down the
false dichotomy between rigorous scholarship,
on the one hand, and campus and community
involvement, on the other. In March 2017,
McDaniel co-hosted the Georgia Immigration
Research Network Spring 2017 working group
and networking meeting. The day-long event
was held at Kennesaw State University and
included over 50 researcher, practitioner, and
community participants from around the Atlanta
metro area and other parts of Georgia. Also in
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March, he co-planned a public forum and panel
session entitled, “Coming to America: A
Conversation on Contemporary Immigrant and
Refugee Experiences,” held at Kennesaw State
University. The panel discussion included
researchers from Kennesaw State University and
the
Georgia
Institute
of
Technology,
practitioners,
and
community
members.
McDaniel also received a 2017 Faculty Summer
Research Grant from the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences at Kennesaw State
University for his project, “Local Processes of
Immigrant and Refugee Receptivity and
Integration in the U.S. and Europe.”
Madhuri Sharma (University of Tennessee,
Knoxville) began her leadership role as the
Chair of the Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
in April 2016, and her term rolls through April
2018. Academically, she has graduated two MS
students during 2015-2016, with one of them
beginning his PhD at the University of Georgia,
Athens, and the second being professionally
engaged in the housing industry. She currently
has 4 ongoing PhD students at different stages of
their PhD program. She has also received two
major research and teaching grants in 2017. One
grant is from the United States Environmental
Protection Agency: Engaging the community
and creating young scientists to restore nutrientimpacted Baker Creek (as a co-PI with PI Dr.
Jon Hathaway, and other co-PIs Dr. Lisa Mason,
Dr. Yinkui Li, and Dr. Robert WashingtonAllen, University of Tennessee). Another grant
is through the University of Tennessee’s First
Annual SGA Open Education Award for World
Regional Geography.
Heather Smith (University of North Carolina at
Charlotte) is the 2017 recipient of the Harshini
V. de Silva Graduate Mentor Award at the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte. The
Harshini V. de Silva Graduate Mentor Award
honors its namesake, an exceptional teacher,
brilliant scholar and researcher and devoted
servant of her profession and community. The
award is given annually to the faculty member
whose commitment to students, research and
scholarly inquiry most closely exemplifies the
spirit of de Silva. Smith was honored at a special
ceremony at UNC Charlotte on Thursday, March
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30. During the
ceremony,
University leaders
noted
Smith’s
commitment
to
enhancing
graduate student
success at UNC
Charlotte. “While
one-on-one
interactions will
always be the
cornerstone of the
mentor-mentee relationship, Dr. Smith’s ability
to merge her exceptional research expertise with
her thorough understanding of the CharlotteMecklenburg community have been integral to
her success as a graduate mentor,” said Provost
Joan Lorden, vice chancellor for academic
affairs. “Through her community research, she
guides students to understand better the
processes required to engage with the
community through thoughtful endeavors that
build community trust.” Colleagues regard
Smith’s knowledge of geographic information
systems and their applications to community
health as a central focus for researchers within
the discipline. Her ongoing efforts continue to
inform and influence student initiatives. In 2005,
Smith, along with Owen Furuseth and Michael
Dulin, cofounded the Mecklenburg Area
Partnership for Primary Care Research
(MAPPR). This research network works to
understand the primary care needs of
disadvantaged communities in the greater
Charlotte area. In her role as leading social
scientist, Smith provides qualitative research and
helps graduate students interested in health
services build research skills and develop
expertise while supporting community-engaged
activities. As the primary supervisor for Master
of Arts in Geography students at UNC Charlotte,
Smith is committed to creating opportunities for
these graduate students. In a letter of
nomination, Ph.D. candidate Elizabeth Morrell
wrote, “Heather has been an amazing mentor in
respect to my research … She provides just the
right amount of direction – providing framework
for research, while at the same time allowing
students to make their own unique contribution
to our discipline.” - UNC Charlotte
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EGSG Member Recent
Publications
Members of the EGSG have been busy
throughout the first half of 2017, publishing a
variety of books, edited volumes, peer-reviewed
articles, reports, and other pieces for
dissemination. We highlight a few of these
works on the following pages. Editor’s Note:
These are the only publications that were
submitted to the EGSG Newsletter. We rely on
our readers to keep us informed about their
publications, so we can list them here. We know
there are far more publications from the EGSG
membership than shown in this list. Please send
your publication citations to Paul McDaniel
(pmcdan11@kennesaw.edu) as soon as they are
published because this reflects well on you as a
scholar and EGSG as an academic organization.

Imprinting Ethnicity: Segregation,
Placemaking, and the Articulations of
Difference
Imprinting Ethnicity: Segregation, Placemaking,
and the Articulations of Difference is a new
book (forthcoming in August 2017) by EGSG
member David Kaplan (Kent State University),
published by Rowman & Littlefield. The book
includes the following chapters:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Chapter 1: Something about Ethnicity
Chapter 2: Diversity in Urban History
Chapter 3: Contextualizing Ethnicity
Chapter 4: Fashioning Spatial Concentration
Chapter 5: Measuring Spatial Concentration
Chapter 6: Ethnic Culture Regions and
Placemaking
Chapter 7: Ethnic Spaces Created from
Exploitation and Conflict
Chapter 8: Positive Consequences of
Concentration
Chapter 9: Negative Consequences of
Concentration
Chapter 10: Multiculturalism and the Spatial
Configuration of Ethnic Groups in the City
Chapter 11: Distances and Diasporas
Chapter 12: Transnationalism and Hybridity
Chapter 13: Envisioning the Future
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More information
about the book is
available from the
publisher
here,
https://rowman.com
/ISBN/9781538101
896/ImprintingEthnicitySegregationPlacemaking-andthe-Articulationsof-Difference,
which offers the
following
description: “This
important
book
provides a novel perspective on ethnicity,
nationality, and race by considering how they
are shaped by their geography. Exploring the
complicated terrain of ethnicity through an
expansive global perspective, David H. Kaplan
traces the spatial arrangements that convey such
potent meaning to the identity and opportunities
of members of any cultural group. With
examples from around the world, the author
considers the most important aspects of
ethnicity—from segregation to place making to
multiculturalism, culture regions, diasporas, and
transnationalism. He frames ethnicity as a
contingent phenomenon, showing how context
and place determine the position, definitions,
behaviors, and attitudes toward and by members
of an ethnic group. Drawing on an impressive
depth of historical and empirical detail, Kaplan’s
analysis of the critical role of ethnicity in
everyday geographies makes a major
contribution to the field.”

Race, Ethnicity, and Place conference attendees
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Other EGSG Member Recent Publications
Barnd, Natchee. 2016. Constructing a Social Justice Tour: Pedagogy, Race, and Student Learning through
Geography. Journal of Geography 115, 5: 212-223.
Chacko, Elizabeth. and Peter Gebre. 2017. Engaging the Ethiopian diaspora: Policies, practices and
performance. Chapter 10 in Africa and its Global Diaspora: The Policy and Politics of Emigration.
Edited by J. Mangala. Palgrave Macmillan.
Chacko, Elizabeth. 2017. Exodus, Circulation and Return: Movements of high-skilled migrants from
India in a Transnational Era. In Rethinking Skilled Migration: A Place-based and Spatial
Perspective. Edited by Q. Wang and M. van Riemsdijk. Routledge Press. Pp. 211- 225.
Matlon, Jordanna. 2016. “Racial capitalism and the crisis of black masculinity.” American Sociological
Review 81(5):1014-1038.
McDaniel, Paul, Susan Harden, Heather Smith, and Owen Furuseth. 2017. “Increasing Immigrant
Settlement and the Challenges and Opportunities for Public Education in Charlotte, North Carolina.”
In US Latinization: Education and the New Latino South. Edited by Spencer Salas and Pedro R. Portes.
Albany, NY: SUNY Press.
Sharma, Madhuri. 2018. Economic Growth Potentials and Race/Ethnicity in Tennessee, International
Journal of Applied Geospatial Research, 9, 2: [in press].
Sharma, Madhuri. 2017. Income Divide and Race/Ethnicity in Tennessee Metropolises.
International Journal of Geospatial and Environmental Research, 4, 1: 1-25.
Sharma, Madhuri. 2017. The Housing Market and Population Vulnerabilities: Perceptions in a
Fordist and a post-Fordist Context. Geographical Review, 107, 2: (Published online July 27th 2016,
available at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1931-0846.2016.12201.x/epdf).
Sharma, Madhuri. 2017. Quality of Life of Labor Engaged in Informal Economy in the National Capital
Territory of Delhi, India. Khoj: The International Peer Reviewed Journal of Geography, 4 (JanuaryDecember): 14-25, DOI: 10.5958/2455-6963.2017.00002.9.

2017 American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting:
Accomplishments and Highlights in Boston, Massachusetts
The EGSG sponsored a record 34 sessions at AAG 2017 in Boston, Massachusetts. These sessions
covered a broad range of issues such as histories of race/ethnicity, urban inequality and race/ethnicity,
domestic and international migration, skilled migration, etc. For more information about the EGSG
involvement at AAG, please see the “Greetings from the EGSG Chair” at the beginning of this newsletter,
and please note the various awards our members received at AAG that are mentioned earlier in the
newsletter.
1.
2.

(Un)settled Sojourners in the City: The Permanence of Temporary Migrants 1
(Un)settled Sojourners in the City: The Permanence of Temporary Migrants, 2

ethnicgeography.com
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
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25 Years of Ethnic Geography Specialty Group-I: Founding Philosophies and the State of Ethnic
Geography in 21st CE
25 Years of Ethnic Geography Specialty Group-II: Geographies of Race and Ethnicity: Change
and Continuity
A Transatlantic Comparative View on Local Policies towards Migrants
Brexit, race and migration
Contemporary Issues in Ethnic Geography
Critical Approaches to Immigration Research 1: Forming Identities
Critical Approaches to Immigration Research 2: Politics of Representation
Demographic Fantasies, Fever Dreams, and the Unbearable Whiteness of Contemporary Politics
Emerging Scholars in Ethnic Geography
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group Business Meeting
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group Honors Professor Derek Alderman
Geographies of Migrant and Ethnic Minority Political Participation and Mobilisation - Session 1
Geographies of Migrant and Ethnic Minority Political Participation and Mobilisation - Session 2
Geography and the Jewish Question
Historical Geographies, Race, and Ethnicity
Immigrants' Housing Experiences in Urban and Suburban areas in Canada, the U.S., and
Australia
Issues in Ethnic Geography - I
Issues in Ethnic Geography: Contested Spaces, Urban Regeneration and Place Identity-I
Issues in Ethnic Geography: Contested Spaces, Urban Regeneration and Place Identity-II
Migration and Internationalization 1: International Student Mobility, Immigration Policies, and
University Strategies
Migration and Internationalization 2: Internationalization in Higher Education and International
Knowledge Transfer
Migration and Internationalization 3: Career Paths and Labor Market Incorporation of Skilled
Migrants
Migration and Internationalization 4: International Competition, Transnational Connections and
Local Incorporation
Racial Scars that Still Reflected on the Space
Skilled mobilities, knowledge circulation and elite formation
Suburban Geographies of Crisis and Change I
Suburban Geographies of Crisis and Change II
Suburban Geographies of Crisis and Change III
Transnational Migration and Discursive Practices in the Host Society
What's School Got to Do with It?: Race, Resistance, and a Call for Critical Geographies of
Education 1
What's School Got to Do with It?: Race, Resistance, and a Call for Critical Geographies of
Education 2
What's School Got to Do with It?: Race, Resistance, and a Call for Critical Geographies of
Education 3

EGSG leadership continues to encourage specialty group members to organize sessions under the EGSG
banner, and offers sponsorship to sessions with content that aligns with its mission. As in the past, EGSG
leadership gathered papers not assigned to a session that focused on issues connected to ethnic geography
and assembled them into sessions. Please enjoy the following photo highlights from AAG 2017.
- Madhuri Sharma

ethnicgeography.com
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Derek Alderman

Eugene Tettey-Fio

Richard Nostrand, Ira Sheskin, and Lawrence
Estaville

Wei Li, Stavros Constantinou, and Carlos
Teixeira

Heike Alberts

Jim Forrest

ethnicgeography.com
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EGSG 25th Year Silver Jubilee Special Panel Sessions and Reception
at AAG in Boston, April 2017
Besides the usual business meeting and topical sessions organized and sponsored by the Ethnic
Geography Specialty Group (34 sessions), the EGSG leadership also organized two special Blue Ribbon
Panel sessions to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the EGSG’s founding. These sessions were comprised
of panelists who are the original co-founders of EGSG, past Chairs of the EGSG, and other key members
of EGSG who have contributed in significant ways to make this knowledge community a dynamic and
vibrant group within AAG. The titles and descriptions of these two sessions are given below:
Session 1: 25 Years of Ethnic Geography Specialty Group -- Founding Philosophies and State of Ethnic
Geography in 21st CE (Organized by Madhuri Sharma and Carlos Teixeira, Chaired by John Frazier).
Panelists: Lawrence E. Estaville - Texas State University; Ira M. Sheskin - University of Miami; David H.
Kaplan - Kent State University; Richard L. Nostrand - University of Oklahoma; Carlos Teixeira University of British Columbia Okanagan; Stavros T. Constantinou - Ohio State University; Wei Li Arizona State University. Session Description: The first of the two "Special Blue Ribbon Panel
Session(s)" celebrates a big landmark - the 25th year of Ethnic Geography Specialty Group's conception i.e., the Silver Jubilee Celebration Sessions at the AAG (Boston) meeting. This session comprising mostly
of Co-founders of the EGSG will reflect on the history of its conception, its growth/progress over last 25
years, its vision & mission, and where do we go from here. This panel session may help create a
professional platform wherein the established and the emerging, the traditional and the contemporary - all
types of scholarships and scholars working on the issues of race and ethnicity can exchange ideas. The
panelists may reflect on the traditional vs contemporary, conceptual vs. empirical, and the like, aspects of
EGSG, and how we as a knowledge community have grown over these last 25 years, how this process has
enhanced our research productivity and mentoring of young and established scholars engaged in high
quality research.

25 Years of EGSG Session 1 panelists at AAG 2017 in Boston
Session 2: 25 Years of Ethnic Geography Specialty Group -- Geographies of Race and Ethnicity: Change
and Continuity (Organized by Madhuri Sharma and Carlos Teixeira, Chaired by Madhuri Sharma).
Panelists: John Frazier - Binghamton University; Audrey L. Kobayashi - Queen's University; James
Forrest - Macquarie University; Orlando Taylor - The Chicago School of Professional Psychology; Heike
Alberts - University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh; Ana I. Sanchez-Rivera - University of Maryland-College
Park; Eugene Tettey-Fio - SUNY-Binghamton. Session Description: The second of the two "Special Blue
Ribbon Panel Session(s)" celebrates a big landmark - the 25th year of Ethnic Geography Specialty
Group's conception - i.e., the Silver Jubilee Celebration Sessions at the AAG (Boston) meeting. This
session comprises of past Chairs of the Ethnic-GSG and some key members whose active participation,

ethnicgeography.com
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scholarly contributions and special mentoring of the new scholars within this knowledge community have
collectively helped take this specialty group move forward. While the session one reflects on the history
of its conception, its growth/progress over last 25 years, etc., in this panel, we will discus the
contemporary status and the future of EGSG and where do we go from here -- Change and Continuity.
This panel session will contribute by creating a professional platform wherein the established and the
emerging, the traditional and the contemporary meet together and converse with each other that can help
scholarship move forward. The panelists may reflect on their vision/aspirations for EGSG, traditional vs
contemporary, conceptual vs. empirical, etc, aspects of EGSG, and how we as a knowledge community
have grown over these last 25 years, how this process has enhanced our research productivity and
mentoring of young and established scholars engaged in high quality research.

25 Years of EGSG Session 2 panelists at AAG 2017 in Boston
Later, on the evening of Friday, April 7th, an EGSG Silver Jubilee reception was held and was well
attended by the regular members of the group (see photos below). We believe this was a great celebration.
Thanks to major sponsors of the event, Dr. Estaville, Dr. Frazier, Dr. Wan, and Ethnic Geography
Specialty Group for major financial contributions toward the reception. Thanks, also, to Dr. Estaville for
creating a special commemorative document for EGSG’s 25th anniversary. In addition to the special
Silver Jubilee special panel sessions, the EGSG also organized a special session to honor Dr. Derek
Alderman of the University of Tennessee to present him with 2018 Distinguished Ethnic Geography
Career Award.

-

Paul McDaniel, Elizabeth Chacko, Heike Alberts,
and Carlos Teixeira
ethnicgeography.com

Madhuri Sharma

Daria Andrievskikh, John Ponstingel, and Ana
Sanchez-Rivera
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Delicious food at the reception! Thank you to
Edris Montalvo for planning the reception.

Heike Alberts, Sailiemanu Lilomaiava-Doktor,
and others

Elizabeth Chacko and others at the EGSG Silver
Jubilee Reception at AAG in Boston

EGSG Silver Jubilee Reception attendees at AAG
in Boston

EGSG Silver Jubilee Reception attendees at AAG
in Boston

EGSG Silver Jubilee Reception attendees at AAG
in Boston

ethnicgeography.com
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Micheline van Riemsdijk and others at the EGSG
Silver Jubilee Reception at AAG in Boston

EGSG Mission Statement
To promote the common interests of persons
working in ethnic geography, to provide a forum
for the exchange of ideas within the AAG, and
to encourage members in their research and
teaching
of
ethnic
experiences
from
comparative, national/transnational and global
perspectives.

EGSG Website
EGSG activities and latest news, achievements,
memberships, etc. are available on its website:
https://ethnicgeography.com/. In the 2016
business meeting of the EGSG at AAG in San
Francisco, the members and committees
approved the development of a new and
improved website that is hosted by an
independent link. Our website is being managed
by co-webmasters Matt Cook (Eastern Michigan
University) and Michael Webb (University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill). Feel free to
connect with them if you need any assistance
with posting jobs or other updates that need
EGSG focus. Also visit EGSG on Facebook at
@EthnicSpecialtyGroup
(http://www.facebook.com/EthnicSpecialtyGrou
p/).
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Sailiemanu Lilomaiava-Doktor, Paul McDaniel,
and Elizabeth Chacko

Submissions to the EGSG
Newsletter
If you would like to submit an item for the next
EGSG Newsletter, please email your story to
Paul McDaniel at pmcdan11@kennesaw.edu.
Examples of contributions for inclusion in the
newsletter can include:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Professional updates
News from the field
New jobs, tenure and promotion
announcements
Appointments to notable committees
Recent publications
Research grants
Highlights/photos from EGSG events
this year (such as AAG and REP)
Information about upcoming EGSG
events
“Who’s teaching ethnic geography?”
Op-ed or book review
Other relevant updates

See you in New Orleans at the
2018 AAG Meeting!
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