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The sixth biennial Race, Ethnicity, and
Place (REP VI) Conference will be held in San
Juan, Puerto Rico October 24-26, 2012. The
venue will be the Intercontinental San Juan
Hotel and Casino, located directly on the
Atlantic Ocean in an ideal tropical setting only
1.5 miles from the Luis Munoz Marin
International Airport. This will be the first
REP meeting to be held outside the continental
United States.
Somewhere between 200 and 300 faculty,
students, and other professionals are expected
to be participating in this interdisciplinary
Conference, coming from the United States, the
Caribbean, Latin America, and several
countries in Europe. The University of Puerto
Rico and its Department of Geography are
taking an active roll in hosting this exciting
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event. They will join Binghamton
University, Texas State University-San
Marcos, the Association of American
Geographers, the Chicago School of
Professional Psychology, Cameron
University, and the University of Miami as
full partners in the organization of this and
future REP Conferences.

for receipt of abstracts is Friday, June 1st.
More detailed instructions are available at this
site.

A number of exciting field trips are being
planned for the Conference. A sample of these
are as follows:
# One day trip to El Yunque National
Rainforest
# ½ day trip to Las Cabezas de San Juan
Nature Reserve
# ½ day trip walking trip around Old San
Juan
# ½ day trip around San Juan Estuary Bay
# 3-day tour of southern Puerto Rico
# One day trip to Coffin Island in southern
Puerto Rico
# One day trip through the mountains of
central Puerto Rico including the historic
city of Jayuya
# 7-day cruise from San Juan to some of the
Lesser Antilles of the eastern Caribbean
More information about these trips will be
forthcoming on REP’s website.
REP was able to negotiate a special low
room rate for the Intercontinental Hotel in San
Juan of $139 per night. The normal rate is
$207 and up. You can make reservations by
calling 787-791-6100. Be sure to tell them you

Although all “diasporas” will be
included as topics for this Conference, its
theme will be “Puerto Rico: Crossroads to
Diversity.” In addition to reporting on
research projects through paper, panel, and
poster sessions, a number of special cultural
events have been scheduled. This will be a
Conference you will not want to miss!
The Program Committee for REP VI
welcomes paper presentations on any theme
related to race, ethnicity, and place.
Geographic perspectives are welcomed from
a variety of disciplines and from
professionals and students involved in race
and ethnic studies. Anyone interested in
presenting a paper or poster at this
Conference must submit an abstract of not
more than 200 words, which must be
submitted online at the following address:
rep.conference@gmail.com. The deadline
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are part of the REP VI Conference to get the
special convention rate.
To learn more about the conference visit
the REP VI website at http://repconference.binghamton.edu. This is a full
service website with information about
registration, a call for papers and poster
sessions, the meeting program, the meeting
hotel, the mission of the REP Conferences,
and information about Puerto Rico. There is
even a preview photo album for the
Conference. Registration for professionals
is $150 and for students it is reduced to $85.

entire SUNY system in general. In addition to
the work he has done for his University, his
contributions to the founding and organizing of
the REP Conferences is recognized and it is
noted that he was one of the founders of the
Applied Geography Specialty Group for the
Association of American Geographers. He also
has had an energetic research agenda. Most
recently (2011) he, Eugene Tettey-Fio and
Norah F. Henry co-edited a second edition of
their book titled Race, Ethnicity, and Place in a
Changing America published by SUNY Press.
David Kaplan spent a year as a visiting
Chair of Geopolitics at the Institute of French
Geopolitics at the University Paris 8. While
there, he taught two courses on ethnic
geography of the United States to Masters
students at the Institute. He also began a
research project looking at ethnic economies
and neighborhood change in Paris. He also has
organized a panel for the forthcoming New
York AAG meetings dealing with French
geopolitics that is scheduled for Friday,
February 24th at 8 a.m. (Session 1136). For
more information see the list of EGSG
sponsored special sessions at the end of this
newsletter.
Alan Marcus (Towson University) is
currently participating in a two-year faculty
fellowship to study Mississippi Delta Blues
culture. He joined John Strait and his students
from Sam Houston State University on a field
trip of the Mississippi Delta region to conduct
research on the Blues. Alan taught a new
course at Towson University titled “The
Geography of the Blues and Rock and Roll:
The Mississippi Delta and its Transatlantic
Connections.” Marcus and Strait, along with
Libby Jackson (Sam Houston State University),
published an article about John’s yearly field
trips to the Delta region in the journal
Perspectives in December, 2011.

Carlos Teixeira (center) Receiving
EGSG’s Distinguished Scholar Award
During the AAG Meetings in Seattle,
2011 – Also pictured are Heather Smith
and Stavros Constantinou

News from EGSG Members
John Frazier (Bingham University) was
recently promoted to Distinguished Service
Professor for the State University of New
York (SUNY) system. This is a particularly
prestigious position because it extends
beyond his own campus and is given in
recognition of his outstanding service to
Binghamton University in particular and the
3
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to the United States in which he stresses race
and ethnicity in American Society.

Look Who’s Teaching
Ethnic Geography
John Frazier (Binghamton University)
continues to teach ethnic geography in a
number of courses. His Geography 103
class, Multicultural Geographies of the
United States, has the largest enrollment of
any of the geography courses taught at
Binghamton University. He also teaches:
# Geography 458 – Black Geographies of
the United States
# Geography 465 – Asian Geographies of
the United States
# Geography 560 – Ethnic Geography (this
is a graduate level course)
David Kaplan, as mentioned earlier in
this newsletter, is teaching courses on ethnic
geography to Masters students in the
Institute of French Geopolitics at the
University of Paris 8.
Wei Li (Arizona State University) is
teaching “Introduction to Human Geography
– International Migration” in the Teaching
With Data Project. Teaching With Data is a
portal of teaching and learning resources for
infusing quantitative literacy into the social
science curriculum. A Pathway of the
National Science Digital Library, TWD aims
to support the social science instructor at
secondary and post-secondary schools by
presenting user-friendly, data-driven student
exercises, pedagogical literature, and much
more! Resources are available on a wide
range of topics and disciplines.For more
information see: (Hint: Paste the following
link into your browser to get it to take you
the Wei’s section.)
http://www.teachingwithdata.org/qssdl/readi
nglist!viewReadingList.action?readingListI
D=20.
Tom Boswell (University of Miami)
teaches a course (GEG 520) on Immigration

Wei Li appointed as Fellow of The
Institute for Humanity Research at
Arizona State University. She is
working with Claudia SadowskiSmith on a project titled “The
Experiences of Migrants from the
BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, and
China) Countries.

2011 Publications Submitted
by EGSG Members
Editors Note: These are the only articles that
were submitted to the EGSG Newsletter. We
rely on our readers to keep us informed about
their publications, so we can list them here.
We know there are far more publications from
the EGSG membership than shown in this list.
Please send your publication citations to Alan
Marcus as soon as they are published because
this reflects well on you as a scholar and EGSG
as an academic organization. Alan’s e-mail
address is AMarcus@Towson.edu.
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American Cities (Oxford University Press), pp.
112-137..

Bass, J.O. Joby. 2011. “Posted Redux:
Campaign Signs, Race, and Political
Participation in Mississippi, 2008,”
Southeastern Geographer, 51(3): 473-494.

Marcus, Alan P. 2011a. “The Place of Racial
and Ethnic Dilemmas Among Brazilian
Immigrants in the United States and Returnees
in Brazil,” in John Frazier, Eugene Tetty Fio,
and Norah Henry (eds.). Race, Ethnicity, and
Place in a Changing America (SUNY Press).

Thomas D. Boswell and Brian Ray,
“Contemporary Profiles of Black
Immigrants in the United States and
Canada,” in Wei Li and Carlos Teixeira
(eds.). (2011). Immigrants in United States
and Canadian Cities (New York: Oxford
University Press), pp. 231-255..

_____. 2011b. Towards Rethinking Brazil: A
Thematic and Regional Approach (John Wiley
& Sons, Inc.).

Chacko, Elizabeth. 2011. “Translocality in
Washington, D.C. and Addis Ababa: Spaces
and Linkages of the Ethiopian Disapora in
Two Capital Cities,” in A. Datta and K.
Brickell (eds.), Translocal Geographies:
Space, Places, Connections (Ashgate
Publishers), pp. 163-178.

Skop, Emily and Wei Li. 2011. “Urban Patterns
and Ethnic Diversity,“ in Joseph P. Stoltman
(ed.). 21st Century Geography: A Reference
Handbook (SAGE Publications, Vol.1), pp.
315-324.
Strait, J.B, E. Jackson, and A. P. Marcus. 2011.
“Students Experience the Blues Culture During
Field Study in the Mississippi Delta Region,”
Perspective, National Council for Geographic
Education, December, 2011, pp. 6-9.

Hartman, Harriet and Ira M. Sheskin. 2011.
“The Influences of Community Context and
Individual Characteristics on Jewish
Identity: a 21-Community Study,” in
Mandell L. Berman (ed.), North American
Data Bank, The Jewish Federations of North
America, 2011. www.jewishdatabank.org.

Sheskin, Ira M. 2011. “Attachment of
American Jews to Israel: Perspectives from
Local Jewish Community Studies,”
Contemporary Jewry, October, 2011. DOI:
10.1007.

Kobayashi, Audrey, Wei Li, and Carlos
Teixeira. 2011. “Introduction, Immigrant
Geographies: Issues and Debates,” in
Teixeira, Carlos, Wei Li, and Audrey
Kobayashi (eds). Immigrant Geographies in
North American Cities (Oxford University
Press), pp. xv-xl.

_____. 2011. “United States-South Florida,” in
Judith R. Baskin (ed.). The Cambridge
Dictionary of Judaism and Jewish Culture
(Cambridge University Press).
_____. 2011. “A Study of the Relocation of the
Arthur I. Meyer Jewish Academy (West Palm
Beach, the Arthur I. Meyer Jewish Academy).
94 pp.

Lo, Lucia and Wei Li. 2011. “Economic
Experiences of Immigrants,” in Teixeira,
Carlos, Wei Li, and Audrey Kobayashi
(eds). Immigrant Geographies in North
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_____. 2011. “The 2005 Detroit Jewish
Population Study Update (Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan, The Jewish Federation of
Metropolitan Detroit). 39 pp.
www.jewishdatabank.org.

(Oxford University Press), 140 p. $6.68 on
Amazon.com.
This book is part of the Oxford University
Press series titled “Very Short Introductions.” It
is a succinct general treatment of most of the
concepts of international migration written by
Kahlid Koser who is a Fellow of the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D.C.
It includes eight chapters. The first explains
the importance of migration through a short
historical treatment of the subject by associating
it with significant global events and change such
as revolutions, wars, and the rise and fall of
empires, economic expansion, nation-building,
and political transformation. It also shows that
migration is associated with significant
problems such as conflict, persecution, and
dispossession.
The second chapter purportedly covers who
is a migrant starting with the UN definition a
person living outside his/her country of birth for
more than a year. But it really covers more than
that, including a discussion of the types of
migrants, return migration, migration
integration, and the concept of transnationalism.
In the third chapter the connection between
migration and globalization is explored.
Economic disparities among countries and the
segmentation of jobs into those taken by
migrants and those taken by natives are
discussed. The transportation and
communication revolutions are also related to
increased ease of moving from one country to
another and the concept of a migration industry
is explained.
The fourth chapter explores the links
between migration and development, giving
particular importance to remittances, home town
associations, and the brain drain.
Irregular migration (code-speak for illegal
immigrants) is the topic of the fifth chapter, and
is likely to be the most controversial chapter in

_____ and Arnold Dashefsky. 2011. “Jewish
Population in the United States, 2011,” in
Current Jewish Population Reports, Number
4, 2011. Mandell L. Berman (ed.), North
American Data Bank, The Jewish
Federations of North America, 2011.
www.jewishdatabank.org.
Teixeira, Carlos, Wei Li, and Audrey
Kobayashi (eds) . 2011. Immigrant
Geographies in North American Cities
(Oxford University Press).
Zhang, Charlie. 2011. “School
Desegregation and White Flight Revisited:
A Spatial Analysis from a Metropolitan
Perspective,” Urban Geography, Vol. 32,
No. 8. Pp. 1208-1226.
Would You Like to Write a Book Review
for the EGSG Newsletter?
If so, please contact Tom Boswell at the
e-mail address listed below. Your review
should be less than two pages single-spaced
and should contain full bibliographic
information about the book. Also, the book
you review must have been published since
2010. You will have to obtain a copy of the
book yourself because EGSG does not have
money to buy books.
TBoswell@Miami.edu

Book Reviews
Kahlid Koser. 2007. International
Migration: A Very Short Introduction
6
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the book. The author has a decidedly
sympathetic view of illegal immigration. He
says: “The most powerful criticism of the
term ‘illegal’ is that defining people as
‘illegal’ denies their humanity: a human
being cannot be illegal.” Still, I think he
does a nice job in covering both sides of the
debate regarding the effects of
undocumented migration.
The sixth chapter covers refugees and
asylees with many interesting but depressing
examples of the conditions under which they
find themselves in both their countries of
origin and their destinations.
The seventh chapter explores the debate
about the social and economic impacts of
immigration. It also covers the political
impact of large scale immigration, the
possibility of immigration reducing the socalled demographic deficit, and the notion
that immigration provide cultural
enrichment.
The author speculates in the last chapter
about the future of immigration. He says
“International migration will probably
continue to increase in scale and diversity
for the foreseeable future and to affect every
part of the globe, either directly or indirectly.
He thinks the proportion of women among
international migrants is likely to increase.
Temporary and circular migration seems set
to become an even more dominant norm.
The potential for international migration to
contribute to global economic growth will
become greater, for example, as the scale of
highly skilled migration grows and the social
challenges of immigration will increase as
hyper-diversity become accentuated.
Do not underestimate this book because
it is short. It does an outstanding job as a
lively introduction to the topic of
international migration. I plan to use it in my

beginning population course at the University of
Miami as a supplement to John Weeks
Population: An Introduction to Concepts and
Issues. It is my opinion that Kahlid Koser does
an excellent job in covering the most important
immigration issues and he draws on his
extensive experience in working with the Global
Commission on International Migration.
(Reviewed by Thomas D. Boswell, University
of Miami.)

Carlos Teixeira, Wei Li, and Audrey Kobayashi
(eds.). 2012. Immigrant Geographies of North
American Cities (Oxford University Press), 354
p. $57.00 on Amazon.com.
There is a story behind this book. Its
beginning grew from a conversation between
Carlos Teixeira, a geographer at the University
of British Columbia-Okanagan (UBC-O), and
Katherine Skene, acquisitions editor with
Oxford University Press. Carlos told Katherine
that although Canada and the United States were
located adjacent to each other, there were very
few comparative studies between these two
countries. To fill this void, they decided to
7
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work on a plan to produce a textbook that
could be used for advanced undergraduate
students and graduate students in courses
dealing with race, ethnicity, and place in
both Canada and the United States. Among
other things, they decided on the novel idea
of having chapters co-written by social
science scholars from each of the two
countries. Thus, each chapter would have an
American author and a Canadian author.
Early in the process they brought in Wei
Li from Arizona State University as a
collaborator from the United States. Carlos
would handle the Canadian side of the
project and Wei would be the main person in
charge of the American side. Together,
Carlos and Wei selected paired Canadian
and American authors to write the book’s
chapters.
Carlos and Wei were able to secure
funding to support a two-day workshop for
the authors participating on this project that
was held on the campus of UBC-O in
November 2009. Financial support came
from the Canadian Embassy in the United
States and the UBC-O administration. The
discussions held were wide-ranging and it
was decided that the project would
concentrate on immigrants living in
American and Canadian cities because this
is where the vast majority of recent
immigrants in both countries live. This
reviewer was honored to have been invited
to participate in this venture.
The workshop was a terrific idea because
it gave the prospective authors an
opportunity to discuss their intended work
and new ideas were freely exchanged in a
collegial atmosphere. By the end of the
meetings, there was a general agreement on
the direction the book would take. During
this vetting process, some prospective

authors dropped out of the project and others
were added. In addition, the topics to be covered
by some of the chapters were substantially
revised. The list of authors participating in this
venture looks like a “Who’s Who” of the Ethnic
Geography Specialty Group, although some
authors from other disciplines were also selected
to participate.
The United States and Canada provide
venues for some interesting comparisons when
it comes to immigration. Both are among the
world’s more developed countries and both
consider themselves to be a “nation of
immigrants.” The United States has a much
larger foreign born population than Canada (43
million vs. 7 million) but then its total
population is a lot larger as well (311 million vs.
34 million). So, the percentage of Canada’s
population that is comprised of immigrants is
substantially higher (21 percent) than it is for the
U.S. (almost 14 percent).
Both countries used to have discriminatory
immigration policies that favored the
immigration of Europeans, but during the
middle 1960s both countries changed these laws
and now the flow of immigrants originates more
from less developed countries. When they
amended their immigration laws, both countries
developed policies that favored applicants who
had one or a combination of three qualities: (1)
they had family ties to people already living in
Canada or the U.S., (2) they could provide
economic benefits, and/or (3) they were refugees
or asylees. However, the U.S. policy places
greatest emphasis on family ties, whereas
Canadian policy places more of an emphasis on
the potential economic contributions of the
applicants, as measured by a points system.
There was also another difference, the majority
of Canada’s immigrants now come from Asia,
especially from China and India; whereas the
most immigrants to the U.S. come from Latin
8
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America, although Asia is a distant
secondary source region.
The book contains 13 chapters written by
28 contributors. An excellent and thorough
introduction is followed by the chapters
which are organized into three parts. The
first part includes two chapters covering
Canadian and American immigration
policies and the historical trends of
immigration in both countries. The second
part is comprised of seven chapters covering
various aspects of the imprints of
immigrants on urban and suburban
settlement patterns, segregation,
socioeconomic status, housing, economic
impacts, gender issues, health care, and local
and national politics. The third part
provides profiles of the most numerous
immigrant groups living in Canada and the
United States. It includes four chapters
covering immigrants from Asia, immigrants
from Latin America, black immigrants from
the Caribbean and Africa, and immigrants
traveling from the United States to Canada
and Canadians immigrating to the United
States. The final part of the book is a
conclusion that reviews the major findings
of the book’s chapters.
(Reviewed by Thomas D. Boswell,
University of Miami.)

its publication. The stated purpose of this work
is to provide an historical perspective on
immigration policy and citizenship requirements
and to show how these have changed during the
past century. Although it emphasizes
immigration policy changes that occurred during
the 20th century, and focuses particularly on the
first half of this 100-year period, it also
discusses immigration issues of the 19th century,
but in less detail.
The book has five chapters. The first
describes the ordeals immigrants faced in
leaving their homes and traveling to their ports
of embarkation for the journey to the United
States. The second chapter covers what the
immigrants experienced once they disembarked
in the United States and they had to search for a
home and jobs. How and why a small minority
of the immigrants faced deportation upon
arriving in the US is the topic of the third
chapter. The fourth chapter explains how the
immigrants acculturated to various American
classes and cultures. The fifth, describes the
changing American citizenship policies the
immigrants faced in trying to assimilate into the
American mainstream. The last section of the
book is an epilogue, that brings the reader up to
date on some of the more current immigration
policies that occurred between the monumental
change in immigration law that took place in
1965 and now.
My opinion of this book is favorable and I
recommend it for graduate student classes
dealing with immigration, particularly those
offered by history departments.
(Reviewed by Thomas D. Boswell, University
of Miami.)

Dorothee Schneider. 2011. Crossing
Borders: Migration and Citizenship in the
Twentieth-Century United States (Harvard
University Press). 316 p.
Immigration policy has become an
especially hot topic politically in the United
States during the past 25 years. Congress is
once again trying to decide what to do with
the approximately 11 million undocumented
immigrants currently living in the United
States. So, this book is particularly timely in
9
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Announcements of Books
by EGSG Members

Julie Guthman. 2011. Weighing In: Obesity,
Food Justice and the Limits of Capitalism.
(University of California Press). $48.65 on
Amazon.com.
University of California Associate Professor
Julie Guthman takes issue with the currently
touted remedy to obesity–promoting food that is
local, organic, and farm fresh. While such fare
may be tastier and grown in more ecologically
sustainable ways, this approach can also
reinforce class and race inequalities and neglects
other possible explanations for the rise in
obesity, including environmental toxins.

Alan Marcus. 2011. Towards Rethinking
Brazil: A Thematic and Regional
Approach (John Wiley and Sons, Inc.).
$25.00 on Amazon.com.
As Brazil enters a new age and becomes
an increasingly important regional and
global participant, geographer Alan P.
Marcus provides important and updated
insights in his new book on this multifaceted
country. He draws from multi-disciplinary
approaches to explain key inter-relationships
between regional, historical, and
sociocultural elements which have shaped
Brazil. With a total of eight chapters, recent
photos, graphs, maps, data from the 2010
Brazilian Census, and three case studies, this
book will be of interest to University
students and faculty who are interested in
Brazil and Latin American Studies.
10
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Opinion About Illegal Immigration by
Victor Davis Hanson*
President Barack Obama recently assured El
Salvador that the United States would not deport
the more than 200,000 Salvadorans residing
illegally in the United States. As the election
nears, and the president looks to court Hispanic
voters, he has also created a new position of
“public advocate” for illegal immigrants, whose
duties would appear to be advocating that
millions circumvent, rather than follow, current
federal law.
The administration has also said it will focus
its enforcement only on those who have
committed crimes — with the implicit
understanding that it is no longer a crime to
illegally enter and reside in the United States.
Obama has caricatured those supporting
completion of a fence on the border as wanting
to place alligators in the Rio Grande. It is time
that Americans revisit the issue and ponder very
carefully the morality of entering the United
States illegally.
True, American employers have welcomed
in illegal aliens as a source of cheap labor.
Employers were happy to pass the ensuing
social costs on to taxpayers. To summarily
deport those who have resided here for 20 years,
obeyed the law, worked hard, stayed off public
assistance, and are now willing to pay a fine,
demonstrate English proficiency, and pass a
citizenship test would be impracticable, callous,
and counterproductive. Most, however, probably
do not fit those reasonable criteria.
More important, we forget that the influx of
millions of illegal aliens unfairly undercuts the
wages of the working American poor, especially
in times of high unemployment. Crossing the
border was also hardly a one-time “infraction.”
It was the beginning of serial unethical behavior,
as illegal aliens on everyday forms and
affidavits are not truthful about their

John C. Malinowski and David H. Kaplan.
2011. Human Geography (McGraw-Hill).
646 p. $127.50.
Geographers believe that phenomena on
the earth’s surface are not random, but rather
the result of a complex series of processes
going on at the local, regional, national, and
international scales. Human Geography, by
Jon Malinowksi and David Kaplan, will
introduce you to how geographers attempt to
make sense of the diverse reality of human
populations on the Earth’s surface. Human
Geography, 1e uses a modular approach.
Each of the 18 chapters are divided into page
“spreads” to easily allow an instructor the
flexibility to customize his or her course.

Immigration in The News
(Editor’s Note: The following articles have
been excerpted from a number of different
news media as examples of current items in
the news regarding the nation’s immigration
debate. If you cite any of these articles, give
credit it to the author and newspaper listed.)
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immigration status. The legal process of
immigrating to America has been reduced to
a free-for-all rush to the border.
Millions of applicants abroad wait
patiently, if not naively, in line to have their
education, skills, and capital resources
evaluated. But they are punished with delay
or rejection because they alone follow
immigration law. Billions of dollars in state
and federal social services do not just help
provide parity to illegal aliens, but also free
them to send back about $50 billion in
remittances to Latin America each year. That
staggering sum also suggests that Mexico
and other Latin American governments, as
an element of national policy, quite cynically
export human capital to gain U.S. dollars,
rather than make the necessary economic,
social, and political reforms to keep their
own human capital at home.
Nor is it very liberal to turn illegal
immigration into an issue of identity and
tribal politics. Too many advocates for open
borders and amnesty argue about the politics
of ethnic solidarity rather than
considerations of immigration law. In other
words, we do not hear much national
outrage over the plight of the occasional
Pole, Nigerian, or Korean who overstays his
tourist visa, but rather equate the
circumvention of immigration law almost
exclusively with social justice for Latinos.
How reactionary and illiberal that debate
has become, when Mexican-Americans who
object to the undermining of immigration
law are slandered as sellouts, while
non-Hispanics who do the same are smeared
as racists and nativists. In fact, illegal
immigration has unfairly warped perceptions
of Hispanic success. If one does not include
millions of recently arrived, poor Latin
American foreign nationals in federal and

state surveys, then Hispanic-American citizens
prove statistically to be assimilating,
intermarrying, integrating, and finding economic
success at rates comparable to those of many
other immigrant groups of the past.
To mean anything, laws have to be followed.
When newcomers choose to ignore them, then
the entire structure of jurisprudence crashes as
well. If aliens are free to ignore federal
immigration law, why can’t citizens likewise
pick and choose which statutes they find
inconvenient?
Finally, illegal immigration has wrongly
been couched in terms of a xenophobic and
insensitive exploiter preying on a more noble
and defenseless guest. In truth, the United States
is the most generous host in the world, and
never more so than during the present age.
There are now about 40 million foreign-born
people residing in the United States, both legal
and illegal immigrants. That is both the greatest
absolute number and the greatest percentage of
the population in our nation’s history. No other
country in the world is more liberal in its legal
immigration policies or has been more caring
toward new arrivals. To suggest otherwise is
dishonest and shows an ignorance of how most
countries, who now export their citizens to the
U.S., treat any who would do the same to them.
We can argue about the history or the future
of illegal immigration. But please spare us the
psychodramatic appeals to a higher morality. In
most respects, illegal immigration has proven as
immoral as it is unlawful.
*Victor Davis Hanson is a classicist and
historian at the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University.
(Excerpted from: By Victor Davis Hanson,
“Please, A Little Honesty about Illegal
Immigration: It’s Time to Take Out the
Hysterical Rhetoric,” National Review Online,
February 16, 2012.)
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number of jobs in America is fixed, that skilled
foreign nationals don’t create complementary
jobs and that companies will not transfer more
work out of the country if prohibited from hiring
or transferring in the people they need for
projects, servicing customers or product
development.
The evidence indicates adjudicators or
others at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services changed the standard for approving
L-1B and other petitions in recent years,
beginning in FY 2008 and FY 2009. If one
considers that in FY 2011 63 percent of all L-1B
petitions received a Request for Evidence and
27 percent were issued a denial, that means U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services
adjudicators denied or delayed between 63
percent to 90 percent of all L-1B petitions in
2011. In comparison, in FY 2004, only 2 percent
of L-1B petitions for employees with specialized
knowledge involved a Request for Evidence.
The high denial rates belie the notion
adjudications have become more lenient.
Employers report the time lost due to the
increase in denials and Requests for Evidence
are costing them millions of dollars in project
delays and contract penalties, while aiding
competitors that operate exclusively outside the
United States. Given the resources involved,
employers are selective about who they sponsor.
The high rate of denials (and Requests for
Evidence) is from a pool of applicants selected
by employers because they believe the foreign
nationals meet the standard for approval. In
short, the United States is being deprived of
talented people who help create jobs and
innovations, particularly when able to work
alongside their American counterparts.
Country specific data on new (initial) L-1B
petitions indicate U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services is more likely to deny a
petition from an Indian-born professional than

New Research Finds Soaring Denial
Rates for High Skill Professionals
Analysis of new data obtained from U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) reveals the agency has dramatically
increased denials of L-1 and H-1B petitions
over the past four years, harming the
competitiveness of U.S. employers and
encouraging companies to keep more jobs
and resources outside the United States.
Data indicate much of the increase in denials
involves Indian-born professionals and
researchers.
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services adjudicators have demonstrated a
great capacity to keep skilled foreign
nationals out of the United States by
significantly increasing denials, along with
often time-consuming Requests for
Evidence (RFE), despite no change in the
law or relevant regulations between 2008
and 2011. Attorneys provide numerous
examples of superfluous Requests for
Evidence. Employers say delaying
applications for months effectively kills
applications for people working on
time-sensitive projects.
L-1B petitions are used to transfer
employees already working abroad for the
company with “specialized knowledge” into
the United States, while employers use H-1B
petitions so that international students or
skilled foreign nationals from abroad can
work in the United States.
Since obtaining a green card (for
permanent residence) can take years or
potentially decades, denying applications for
L-1 or H-1B temporary status, in effect,
prevents highly skilled foreign nationals
from working in the United States. Some say
that creates more opportunities for
Americans but that wrongly assumes the
13
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nationals of other countries. The denial rate
for Indian-born applicants for new L-1B
petitions rose from 2.8 percent in Fiscal
Year 2008 to 22.5 percent in FY 2009. In
comparison, the denial rate for new L-1B
petitions for Canadians rose from 2.0
percent in FY 2008 to only 2.9 percent in FY
2009.
Overall, denial rates for H-1B petitions
increased from 11 percent in FY 2007 to 29
percent in FY 2009. For H-1B petitions, the
Request for Evidence rate rose from 4
percent in FY 2004, to a high of 35 percent
in FY 2009, according to USCIS.
The dramatic increase in denial rates and
Requests for Evidence for employment
petitions without any change in the law or
regulations raises questions about the
training, supervision, and procedures of the
career bureaucracy that adjudicates petitions.
It also raises questions about the U.S.
government’s commitment to maintaining a
stable business climate for companies
competing in the global economy.
(Excerpted from: Stuart Anderson, “ New
Research Finds Soaring Denial Rates for
High Skill Professionals,” Forbes, February
12, 2012.)

to consider a controversial solution -- the
E-Verify program.
In increasing numbers, Clark County
employers in the public and private sector are
embracing E-Verify to eliminate doubts about
their workforces’ eligibility to work in the
United States. But in the context of this
country’s heated immigration debate, the
program has more than its share of detractors
who question whether it unfairly targets people
and industries, such as agriculture, that rely on
migrant workers.
E-Verify aids employers by using
information reported on new employees’ Form
I-9 to determine whether they are eligible to
work in this country. The Department of
Homeland Security and the Social Security
Administration operate the program, which does
not verify pre-existing workers’ employment
eligibility.
Nineteen U.S. states require E-Verify checks
in some form -- whether that includes checks on
state employees, contractors and/or some
combination of public and private employees.
The state of Washington does not require
E-Verify use on any level, but the Clark County
Board of Commissioners and the county’s seven
cities have passed ordinances mandating use of
the program for city employees and/or
contractors on public works projects. A bill in
the State House is seeking to stop cities and
counties from mandating the program’s use.
To proponents, E-Verify is a godsend. It’s
free, easy to use for anyone with an Internet
connection and protects American employers
and employees, they say. The Center for
Immigration Studies, a nonpartisan, nonprofit
think tank based in Washington, D.C., supports
the program. “One of the major draws of illegal
immigration is employment,” said Bryan
Griffith, the center’s spokesman. “(E-Verify)
effectively cuts off that draw.”

To Use or Not to Use E-Verify: That
Is the Question for Farmers in
Washington State
After a day picking cherries on his
180-acre Vancouver farm, Bill
Zimmerman’s 20 or so workers leave with
dirt-coated fingernails, sweat-stained clothes
and aches and pains from being on their feet
all day. There are many people willing to do
whatever it takes to land this $14-per-hour
job, including falsifying documents.
Zimmerman knows this, and it has led him
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Skepticism also abounds. The program’s
error rate is troubling, opponents say. So is
the potential for E-Verify to damage
industries that rely on workers who falsify
documents, if the program is not coupled
with major immigration reform. E-Verify
stops illegal immigrants from working, but
at what cost, opponents ask.
E-Verify’s roots can be traced back 26
years to the Immigration Reform and
Control Act, which required employers to
examine each new employee’s
documentation and also brought about Form
I-9, an employment verification form United
States employers must complete and retain
for all employees in this country. In 1997,
employers in select states became able to
compare employee’s records against federal
records, courtesy of the Basic Pilot Program.
The Basic Pilot Program became E-Verify in
2007 -- the same year America’s illegal
immigration total reached 12 million
residents for the first time, according to the
Pew Hispanic Center. The newly christened
program included improvements to reduce
information errors prevalent in Basic Pilot
Program’s early days.
Presently, 1,000 to 1,500 employers in
America sign up to use E-Verify each week,
according to Bill Wright, a spokesman with
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services. Employers made 5.4 million
queries from October 2011 to Jan. 21,
Wright noted. Some E-Verify opponents
have raised concerns about the government
using the program to stockpile information
about employees.
E-Verify supporters stress the program
does not create a database nor does it
compromise workers’ privacy because it
relies on information already provided to
employers, such as a driver’s license, United

States passport, green card, or an Employment
Authorization Card. “This system is designed to
protect the privacy of workers,” Wright said. He
added, “If somebody’s doing something illegally
using a false identity or false documents, you
betcha this system discriminates against them.
For those doing it the right way the system is set
up not to discriminate.”
Opponents argue it does the opposite.
E-Verify confirms 98 percent of applicants
within the first 24 hours. Federal officials say
1.43 percent of applicants are ultimately
rejected, but just how many of those rejections
result from a systemic mistake is hard to know.
National studies have revealed E-Verify’s error
rate at 1 percent. Workers targeted in error must
contact the Social Security Administration to fix
the mistake.
The error rate not only hurts employees, who
are flagged as ineligible, but also hurts
employers, who must find workers to complete
projects in a timely manner, said Andrew
Langer, president of Institute for Liberty, a
Washington, D.C.-based anti-regulation group.
“It is unfair for everybody involved,” Langer
said.
For the reasons Langer listed, Washington
state contractors, who employ 200,000 people
each year, are skittish about E-Verify. “One
percent comes out to be a pretty big number,”
said Rick Slunaker, director of government
affairs for the Associated General Contractors of
Washington.
The federal government hears industries’
concerns, Wright assured, noting a new photo
component could reduce errors. In other cases,
E-Verify might work too well. The Washington
Growers League fears E-Verify would eliminate
70 percent of the state’s agriculture workforce,
if implemented without significant immigration
reform. E-Verify would stamp out industry
workers using false paperwork, said Mike
15
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Gempler, director of the Washington
Growers League. It would also put undue
pressure on farmers who hire hundreds of
workers a few days before the season starts,
he noted.
“The bottom line is, if we do E-Verify by
itself, we will not have enough of a
workforce and we will have an economic
disaster,” Gempler said. State farmers have
known they employed illegal workers for “a
long time,” Gempler added, but have
struggled to do anything about it because of
worker shortages.
The agriculture industry is faced with an
ethical dilemma, said Vandra Huber, a
professor at the University of Washington’s
Foster School of Business. “They can
continue (hiring illegal workers) because
they have a need or they can start using
E-Verify and take proactive steps,” Huber
said. The alternative is “closing (their) eyes
to who is legal or illegal” until authorities
crack down, she noted. On his
Glenwood-area farm, Zimmerman is
cognizant of such a crackdown. He
estimated 5 to 10 percent of the prospective
employees he screened were illegal. The
tedious path to work visas and employment
authorization makes him doubtful the
number of illegal immigrants populating the
industry will change.
National unemployment hovered around
8.5 percent in December 2011, according to
the U.S. Department of Labor. How much
E-Verify protects American jobs depends on
whether you believe Americans are willing
to pick cherries or apples or work in the
cramped quarters of a restaurant kitchen. In
many cases, illegal workers perform jobs
most Americans do not want, Langer said.
“The problem is people who come and break
the law -- drug dealing, theft, etc.,” Langer

said. “Those people are not going to be general
contractors -- hanging drywall, plaster, etc.”
The restaurant industry, like the agriculture
industry, is watching the E-Verify issue, said
Anthony Anton, president/CEO of the
Washington Restaurant Association. Whether
restaurants use E-Verify or not often depends on
turnover rates and how well those doing the
hiring know prospective employees, he noted.
Anton personally favors a federal answer that
would provide people a path to citizenship that
would also address national security concerns.
“There are those who say ‘throw everybody out’
and there are those that say ‘let everybody in,’”
Anton said. “It’s like everything else -- we need
a comprehensive solution.
(Excerpted from: Ray Legendre, “Clark County
Employers Weigh Pros, Cons of E-Verify: They
Wonder if Program Will Protect Them, or Leave
Them Hard Pressed to Fill Worker Ranks,” The
Columbian, Clark County, Washington,
February 12, 2012.)

Problems With Americans Being on the
Wrong Side of the Border
Fence with Mexico
Max Pons is already anticipating the anxiety
he'll feel when the heavy steel gate shuts behind
him, leaving his home isolated on a strip of land
between America's border fence and the
violence raging across the Rio Grande in
Mexico. For the past year, the manager of a
sprawling preserve on the southern tip of Texas
has been comforted by a gap in the rust-colored
fence that gave him a quick escape route north
in case of emergency. Now the U.S. government
is installing the first gates to fill in this part of
the fence along the Southwest border, and Pons
admits he's pondering drastic scenarios.
"I think in my head I'm going to feel
trapped," said Pons, who lives on the 1,000-acre
property of Sabal palms, oxbow lakes, and citrus
16
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groves he manages for the Nature
Conservancy's Southmost Preserve. "I need
to have something that is much easier for me
to have to ram to get through" if necessary.
Pons' concerns illustrate one of the
complications in the government's
5-year-old effort to build a secure barrier
along the border that would keep out illegal
activity from Mexico without causing worse
problems for the people living in the region.
In this lush area, the Rio Grande's wide
flood plain precluded building the fence
right on the border so it was set back more
than a mile (1.6 kilometers) in places,
running behind the levees. The result is a
no-man's-land of hundreds of properties, and
the people who work on them, on the wrong
side of the divide. The arrival of the gates
will reveal whether the government's
solution for this border fence problem will
work. Can sliding panels in the fence
controlled by passcodes allow isolated
workers to cross when they need to while
keeping intruders out? Pons hopes the gates
will open fast. "Because when is
reinforcement going to show up?" Some
landowners also worry they'll become
kidnaping targets for smugglers seeking
passage through the 18-foot (5.5-meter)-tall
metal fence.
Violence has surged in Tamaulipas, the
Mexican state bordering this part of Texas,
in the past two years. This week the State
Department issued a new travel warning
urging U.S. citizens again to avoid traveling
there. Residents in this rural area often see
groups of illegal immigrants passing through
or smugglers toting bundles. In October, the
Border Patrol caught a high-ranking member
of the Gulf cartel's Matamoros operations
who had crossed about a half-hour upriver.

Gates will roll open on a metal track after a
passcode is punched into a panel on or near the
fence. Landowners would have permanent codes
and could request temporary ones for visitors.
Customs and Border Protection has begun
testing its first two gates and plans to install 42
more in South Texas this year at a cost of $10
million. For more than a year the tall steel bars
and panels erected in segments on this stretch of
the 1,954-mile (3,145-kilometer) U.S.-Mexico
border created an effect that was more
gap-toothed grin than impenetrable obstacle.
When the gates are closed, the Texans on the
other side won't be completely isolated, agency
officials say. Border Patrol agents will continue
to work both sides of the fence and can assist
property owners. Many of the areas also are
monitored by cameras and sensors. But farmers
point out that there is a lot the agents can't stop.
They point out dusty footprints scaling the
columns and say illegal immigrants can climb
the barrier in seconds.
"It's the biggest waste of taxpayer money,"
said Leonard Loop at his produce stand east of
Brownsville, where his family farms and some
relatives' homes are in an area between the fence
and the river. Loop's nephew Paul said he was
not looking forward to the delay the gates will
add to the countless trips he and his brother
make between fields and the barn with their
equipment. He also worries about becoming a
target for smugglers eager to use the gates for
large shipments. They are wide enough for farm
equipment. “Any drug dealer is going to know
anyone on this side has a way out," Paul Loop
said, while crews harvested cabbage in a nearby
field.
Othal Brand Jr., chairman and general
manager of the Hidalgo County Water
Improvement District No. 3, said he welcomes
the completion of the fence even though the
district's headquarters is between the barrier and
17
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the river. He said he's optimistic it will help
deflect illegal crossings and other illegal
activity as intended. "It's like building a car
and only putting three tires on it," he said.
"Finish it. Get it done."
(Excerpted from: Christopher Sherman,
“Texans on Wrong Side of Border Fence
Grow Anxious,” Associated Press, February
11, 2012.)

immigration station, opened informally last fall.
The second phase, which focuses on the period
after 1924—, when strict quotas on foreigners
were imposed and the island was used primarily
as a detention center—, and especially on the
influx following World War II, is scheduled to
open about a year from now with a formal
ceremony to celebrate the new museum.
Ellis Island draws about two million visitors
a year, and even more are expected this year
while the interior of the Statue of Liberty is
closed for structural renovations. “The
government originally wanted to get rid of it,”
Mr. Briganti said of its outpost on Ellis Island.
“No one was going to let the statue go, but this
place well could have disappeared.”
About 12 million immigrants passed through
Ellis Island over three decades. Planning for
restoration began in 1984. The first year was
spent pumping warm air into the buildings to
dry them out after years of exposure to the
elements. Later, the main building was
renovated. Records of arrivals of 25 million
foreigners were computerized and can be
searched online. The new museum is replacing a
bare-bones exhibit that was considered thin and
anachronistic.
The first phase of the project is titled
“Journeys: The Peopling of America
1550-1890.” Guided by a panel of historians and
designed by Edwin Schlossberg’s ESI Design, it
features translucent panels and video screens
that explain why people left their homelands,
how they got here (voyages took weeks, even on
steamships), how they were dispersed across the
country in immigrant enclaves (more than half
of those who came through Ellis Island did not
remain in metropolitan New York), and how
they struggled and survived to build America.
The panel of historians recruited by the
foundation also mined history for controversies
that resonate today. Among them were illegal

Historic Ellis Island and the New
National Museum of Immigration
Officials of Ellis Island estimate that as
many as one in three Americans can trace
their ancestry to immigrants who landed
there from overseas. Now, the officials are
focusing on the other roughly 200 million
immigrants who arrived in the United States
before Ellis Island opened its doors or after
it stopped becoming a portal for immigrants.
The national historic site in New York
Harbor is halfway through a transformation
into a more inclusive National Museum of
Immigration.
“The Ellis story is a finite story;
American immigration is continuing,” said
David Luchsinger, the National Park Service
superintendent who oversees the island and
the Statue of Liberty. And Stephen A.
Briganti, president of the Statue of
Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, said, “If we
didn’t tell the current story we would be
obsolete in 25 years.”
As part of a $20 million project privately
financed by the foundation, 20,000 square
feet, comprised of a former railroad ticket
office and offices for Park Service staff, are
being converted into a new museum that
encompasses the story of immigration from
the 16th century through today. The first
phase, which covers 1550 to 1892, when
Ellis Island began operating as an
18
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immigration (paupers were deported under a
1794 Massachusetts law; Chinese
immigrants were excluded in 1882) and
bilingualism (German was considered a
second language; in the late 18th century,
Congress considered requiring that all
government documents be published in
English and German).
(Excerpted from: Sam Roberts, “ On Ellis
Island, Examining Those Who Arrived
Before and After,” The New York Times,
February 12, 2012.)

Iowans and Chinese say ties have been
strengthened over the years by graduate students
who stay here to teach and work, Chinese
adoptions, and native Iowans who travel across
the Pacific to live, work and study. Chinese
Vice President Xi Jinping’s visit to Iowa this
week is the latest in a growing effort to build
business and cultural connections.
The most recent student arrivals from China,
though, differ from their predecessors in youth,
ambition and sheer numbers. They don’t come
to the U.S. to fulfill the American dream, like
previous generations of immigrants. Jiang and
many of his classmates share similar aspirations:
Learn at what he calls the world’s best
universities, land a job in the U.S. and gain a
few years’ experience, then return home to
fulfill their Chinese dream.
Jiang, a senior studying logistics and supply
chain management, hopes to one day start his
own consulting firm in China. First, though, he
will earn a master’s degree in America. “But
finally, I choose to go back to China,” he said.
“Not just (because of) family, but because of the
Chinese economy.”
Of those who remain in Iowa, most follow
the path taken by Fei Zhou. He enrolled in
English classes at ISU two years ago with an eye
on expanding his family’s food distribution
business to the U.S. Zhou’s parents employ 150
people at a factory in Beijing. They arrived two
months ago to help grow their company, Iowa
Food Manufacture Inc., a soybean production
and distribution company. It is one of the most
important of 28 companies founded by Chinese
in 2011, according to Immigrant Entrepreneurs
Summit, a nonprofit based in Des Moines.
“Thirty years ago, most of the Chinese
coming here opened up a restaurant,” said Ying
Sa, chairwoman of the Immigrant Entrepreneurs
Summit. “But in this century, most are in
technology and manufacturing.” Within three

Chinese Immigration to the
American Heartland (Iowa)
The epicenter of the Chinese
immigration wave in Iowa is found on the
campuses of the state’s largest universities.
Ziyu Jiang remembers his shock at the
sea of Chinese faces in his Finance 301 class
at Iowa State University. About 20 of the 30
seats were filled by students like him. Jiang,
23, arrived on campus four years ago in the
midst of a nationwide enrollment boom
fueled by China’s burgeoning middle class,
a product of that country’s hard-charging
economy. By last fall, the number of
undergraduate Chinese students at ISU had
rocketed to more than 1,200 — a nearly
2,000 percent increase since 2006.
Universities across the country, including
the University of Iowa, have reported similar
gains.
Those kinds of numbers represent an
immigration tidal wave in a state with an
estimated 6,600 Chinese-born residents.
“What is happening is this extreme surge in
the undergraduate Chinese numbers, and it’s
happening not just here at Iowa State,” said
James Dorsett, Director of the ISU
International Students & Scholars Office.
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years, the Zhou family hopes to create 50
jobs in Iowa, most in sales and production,
and earn nearly $5 million in annual profits.
“His friends in China are watching him. If
they do a good job, more people will come,”
said Swallow Yan, executive director of the
Chinese Association of Iowa.
Jason and Melissa Nash of Urbandale
began developing an emotional connection
to China when in 2004 they adopted the first
of two children from the country. They are
among the more than 70,000 adopted
Chinese children in the U.S. The couple is
looking forward to a future trip to China to
retrace the steps they took to bring home
Malia, 9, and Caleb, 6. When the pilgrimage
takes place, they’ll have plenty of places to
stay thanks to the families of three high
school exchange students they have hosted.
“Over the course of five, six years, it’s like
this family keeps growing internationally.
It’s really cool,” Jason Nash said.
As more young Chinese arrive in the
state, more young Iowans are traveling to
China. The country is becoming a home
away from home of sorts for Zach Larson,
20, an ISU agronomy senior from West Des
Moines. He has already spent three months
in China to study. This year, he will spend
eight months there conducting genomics
research. As a Chinese language tutor, he
sees more students choosing to learn the
language because it will give them a leg up
in their careers. “They’re looking for more
employees to take part in cultural exchanges.
And obviously not having to go through
interpreters is an important thing,” he said.
The cross-cultural pollination of young
people streaming in and out of China and
Iowa is occurring on college campuses
across the state — at the strong
encouragement of both business and

education leaders, who hope to see the trend
grow stronger in coming years. “We absolutely
recognize the important place China holds in the
world economy and world politics,” said Doug
Badger, Director of Admissions at Grinnell
College, which like most colleges has bolstered
recruiting in China. “Having a significant
number of Chinese students on campus really
aids the learning experience for everyone.”
(Excerpted from: Jens Manuel Krogstad,
“Immigration from China Surges in Iowa,” The
Des Moines Register, February 13, 2012.)

Self Deportation of Undocumented
Immigrants Urged by
Conservative Conference
Immigration is the hottest of hot-button
issues, if a panel today at the Conservative
Political Action Conference is any indication.
During the CPAC panel discussion, speakers
who called for massive “self-deportation” of
immigrants living illegally in the U.S., English
as the only language of government, and
stepped-up enforcement received loud applause.
Any praise for immigrants’ contributions to the
U.S. economy or comprehensive immigration
reform was met with silence or boos from the
audience at the largest annual gathering of
conservative activists.
Alex Nowrasteh, a policy analyst at the
conservative Competitive Enterprise Institute
and an occasional Texas on the Potomac guest
blogger, argued that the answer is better
immigration laws. He argued that immigration
brings new ideas and prosperity to America,
receiving hesitant applause mixed with boos
from the audience. The enemy isn’t immigration
— it’s the welfare state, he said. He denounced
the idea of using a federal database like e-verify,
which requires people to “ask permission”
before applying for a job, arguing that true
free-market conservatives should be disgusted.
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Nowrasteh said the true problem is the
complexity of legal immigration, and he
challenged the audience to attempt the
process of hiring a temporary worker. “Let’s
bring back the Ellis Island mode of
immigration,” he said. “Not because it is
good for them, but because it is good for
us.”
Kris Kobach, Secretary of State of
Kansas, strongly disagreed, citing 13 million
Americans looking for jobs and 5 million
people waiting to lawfully immigrate as
reasons for databases like e-verify. He
argued for “attrition through enforcement,”
contending that through better enforcement
of the law, illegal immigrants would
self-deport. Kobach highlighted the benefits
of verification systems like those used in
Arizona and Alabama, stating that they have
already produced results. He attributed the
drop in illegal immigrants in these southern
states to these programs (and not the deep
economic recession). “If you want to create a
job for a US citizen tomorrow, deport an
illegal alien today,” he said, receiving loud
applause.
Robert Vandervoot, executive director of
ProEnglish, didn’t address federal
identification databases, but instead argued
that English should be the official language
of the United States. With 52 other countries
that have already made it the official
language, he said, America should be next.
Freshman Rep. David Rivera, R- Fla.,
offered a unique perspective, as he
represents a state with many industries that
rely on illegal immigrants for labor. He
argued that an improved guest worker
program would dramatically help the
situation, as many citizens do not want to
take the jobs these industries offer. Rivera
pointed out that these workers don’t want to

become citizens, and that visa reform would
make it easier for them to go back to their home
countries. Ultimately, he said, a better
guest-worker program would be the foundation
for better a immigration policy. “It demonstrates
and puts the focus on the value of work,” he said
(Excerpted from: Samantha Wagner, “Calls for
‘Self-Deportation’ of Illegal Immigrants Win
Applause at Conservative Conference,”
Cron.com, February 11, 2012.)

Alabama ACLU Plans Demonstration
at State Capitol
A representative from the American Civil
Liberties Union of Alabama says the rights
group plans to protest at the State Capitol this
week and lobby lawmakers to repeal the state’s
anti-immigration law during the current
legislative session. “For a number of reasons,
ACLU of Alabama feels HB56 is an
unconstitutional law and that is why they are
litigating the law,” said Elizabeth Brezovich, an
immigration rights organizer with the American
Civil Liberties Union of Alabama.
Brezovich and Rachel Ray presented an
educational forum on Alabama’s
anti-immigration bill Sunday afternoon at the
Auburn Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in
Auburn. She said the ACLU of Alabama
opposes HB 56 for constitutional reasons.
Brezovich said the federal government is
responsible for enforcing immigration laws, and
provisions in HB56 can lead to racial profiling
or racial discrimination. “Some of the
provisions are unconstitutional because they are
giving police certain authority that the police are
not meant to have, in terms of detaining people
who have done nothing wrong,” she said.
Brezovich said the rights group has two
roles in the debate, helping litigate the
challenges to the law in federal court and
drumming up grassroots support for the repeal.
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“The ACLU of Alabama is also part of the
Alabama Coalition for Immigrant Justice
that is organizing more local grass roots
campaigns against HB56,” she said.
Brezovich said the Alabama Coalition
for Immigrant Justice opposes the law
because its mission, in the long term, is for
justice for all immigrants in Alabama and
for an inclusive community for all
immigrants in the state. She said this
Tuesday is the “One Heart, One Alabama
Day” as part of the overall “One Family,
One Alabama” campaign against HB56.
The Alabama Coalition for Immigration
Justice is planning the “One Heart, One
Alabama” rally and lobby day to repeal
HB56 at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 14, at
the Alabama State House, 11 S. Union St.,
Montgomery. She said the group expects
several thousand to attend a short rally in
front of the State House, and then people
will be given a chance to go find their
senators and representatives and talk to
them. “The public has not been given a
chance to have any feedback on this law,”
she said. “We want people’s senators and
representatives to hear from them about how
they feel.”
(Excerpted from: William White, “State
ACLU Plans Immigration Law Protest at
Capitol,” Opelika Auburn News, February
13, 2013.)

backers believed out-of-work Alabamians
would snap up the jobs those immigrants once
held.
It hasn’t turned out that way. A new study
details the economic impact of harsh
immigration laws such as those passed by
Alabama and five other states. Published by the
Center for Business & Economic Research at
the University of Alabama, it’s the first
economic cost-benefit analysis (PDF) of the
state’s immigration statute. Dr. Samuel Addy,
an economist and director of the Center, found
that the law, known as HB 56, will annually
shrink Alabama’s economy by at least $2.3
billion and will cost the state not less than
70,000 jobs .
Most of the damage will come from reduced
demand for goods and services provided by
Alabama businesses patronized by immigrants.
Addy projects that 40,000 to 80,000 immigrants
will vacate their jobs. (It’s not possible to know
exactly how many will leave; his calculation is
derived, he says, from a combination of state
labor-force data and data from the Pew Center
on the States.) Those positions support other
jobs, leading to a net employment loss of 70,000
to 140,000. As a result, Addy estimates, the
state’s gross domestic product will decline by
$2.3 billion to $10.8 billion for every year the
law is in effect and will cost $56.7 million to
$264.5 million in tax revenue. “The economy
can still grow, but it will be on a lower growth
path than would have been the case without the
law,” Addy concludes.
Many Alabamans have rejected hard, dirty,
low-paying jobs that immigrants once
performed: picking tomatoes, working in
chicken plants, and gutting catfish. Now
employers struggle to fill those positions.
Despite the state’s 8.1 percent jobless rate, the
four job categories that once hired most of the
state’s immigrants—agriculture, construction,

Study Says Alabama Immigration
Law Could Cost 70,000 Jobs
Alabama’s harsh immigration law has
stirred controversy since it went into effect
in September. The statute, which among
other things requires police to question
people they suspect of being in the U.S.
illegally, has prompted thousands of
immigrants to flee the state. The law’s
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food service, and hospitality—employ fewer
people than they did before the law went
into effect.
(Excerpted from: Elizabeth Dwoskin,
“Alabama's Immigration Law Could Cost
Billions Annually,” Bloomberg Business
Week, February 14, 2012.)

"It does sound like the administration has
implemented de facto amnesty for a large
segment of those who are here illegally," said
Rep. John Culberson, R-Houston. Napolitano
countered: "I think the amnesty term is quite
frankly way too over used with respect to
immigration. This is an area that profoundly
needs to be re-examined by Congress."
Her presentation kicks off months of
hearings, debate and eventual tradeoffs to
underwrite operations by DHS' 230,000
personnel for the fiscal year starting Oct. 1.
Napolitano asked for slightly less than last year,
seeking $5.6 billion for the 22,000-strong
agency known as U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement. She requested $12
billion for U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
an agency that includes 21,186 CBP officers at
ports of entry and 21,370 U.S. Border Patrol
agents.
The department, created after the 9/11
attacks, remains "focused on smart and effective
enforcement of U.S. immigration laws" with
priorities that emphasize "the identification and
removal of criminal aliens and repeat
immigration law violators, recent border
entrants, and immigration fugitives," Napolitano
explained.
Republican lawmakers did not let
Napolitano off the hook during the nearly
three-hour hearing. Culberson vigorously
peppered her for failing to keep all 34,000 beds
in immigration detention facilities filled with
unlawful immigrants facing trial or deportation.
"You've got the money to do it; you've got the
obligation to do it; you're sworn to uphold the
law. Why won't you comply with law and use at
least the 34,000 beds that we require you to
(use)?" Culberson demanded.

Janet Napolitano Grilled Over
Undocumented Immigrant Policy
Homeland Security Chief Janet
Napolitano's invitation to tout her $59
billion spending request to Congress
Wednesday morphed instead into fodder for
the nation's irascible debate over
undocumented immigrants, a snapshot of
fevered quarrels to come in this presidential
election year. Led by a group of conservative
Texans, House Republicans told Napolitano
they viewed President Barack Obama's
policy of selective deportation of illegal
immigrants with criminal records as a
program effectively granting "amnesty" to
millions of other undocumented immigrants
allowed to remain in the U.S.
Napolitano, the former governor and
attorney general of Arizona, fought back by
emphasizing her department is making tough
enforcement choices with increasingly
scarce resources. The Obama administration
deported more unlawful immigrants last year
than anytime in the six-year history of the
department, Napolitano declared. A record
55 percent of the 396,906 individuals
returned to their homelands had been
convicted of felonies or misdemeanors,
including 1,119 murderers and 5,848
convicted of sexual offenses.
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Culberson also challenged Napolitano
for largely overlooking unlawful immigrants
who abide by the law once in the United
States. Napolitano conceded U.S. authorities
would not seek to deport illegal immigrants
such as a young mother with a nursing child
born in the United States, or young adults
who arrived with parents, attended school,
got good grades and even served in the
armed forces.
But that doorway to admission
effectively implements provisions of the
so-called Dream Act that failed to clear
Congress, said Culberson. "It is not the law
but you're making it the law," he added.
Napolitano reiterated that the Obama
administration is instead focusing on those
who have committed serious crimes. "I think
it could be argued that you're not meeting
the duty and the responsibility of this office.
Would you like to respond to that?" asked
Rep. John Carter, R-Round Rock, a former
criminal court judge. "I obviously disagree
with that characterization," Napolitano
curtly replied.
(Excerpted from: Stewart M. Powell and
Regina Garcia Cano, “Feds Accused of
Granting `De Facto' Amnesty to Immigrants,
Chron.com, February 15, 2012

from east and central Europeans living in the
Netherlands and from Dutch nationals. "Most of
them are calling for the closure of the site," he
said, referring to the website set up by the Dutch
Freedom Party (PVV), on which readers can
lodge complaints against eastern European
migrants.
Some complaints had also come from
abroad, forwarded by other websites. But the
LBA would not be taking the case to the Dutch
courts, because it had little chance of success,
Ankome added.
The Freedom Party, whose anti-Islamist
leader Geert Wilders was acquitted of hate
speech last year, launched the site entitled
"Report Middle and Eastern Europeans" last
week.
Ambassadors and representatives from 10
countries including Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland
and Romania, signed an open letter of protest
Tuesday calling on Prime Minister Mark Rutte
to take a stance on the "discriminatory" site.
A PVV spokeswoman told AFP it was
getting 10,000 hits a day. Last Friday, European
justice commissioner Viviane Reding
denounced the website. "In Europe, we stand for
freedom," she said in a statement on her
website, referring to the right to move work and
study wherever they wanted to within the
European Union. "The PVVs website runs
totally counter to these principles. It is openly
calling for people to be intolerant... Intolerance
has no place on our continent," she added.
On Tuesday however, the European
Commission said it would not be taking action
against the Netherlands for any violation of EU
law. Rutte, whose ruling coalition in the
150-seat lower house is dependent on support
from the PVV's 24 lawmakers, has declined to
condemn the site. But Foreign Minister Uri

Controvery Surrounds AntiImmigrant Dutch Website
Dutch anti-discrimination officers have
received nearly 3,000 complaints about a
far-right anti-immigration website attacking
east and central Europeans, an official said
Wednesday. Geert-Jan Ankome, the head of
the anti-discrimination office, the LBA, told
AFP the complaints had come from both
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Rosenthal is due to meet the 10 ambassadors
on Friday to discuss the letter, a foreign
affairs official told AFP.
(Excerpted from: No author listed,
expatica.com, February 19, 2012.)

Greek Workers Fleeing to Canada
and Australia
Forget austerity. Thousands of Greeks, hung
out to dry by the EU’s bailout requirements, are
fleeing in record numbers—as far away as
Canada and Australia. Lambrousi Harikleia
reached her breaking point on Wednesday when
her boss at the Greek Housing Authority in
Athens announced that, thanks to the Greek
government’s far-reaching austerity measures,
both she and her husband would be losing their
jobs. Harikleia and her husband, who have a
disabled child, climbed out the window of their
office building and threatened to jump to their
deaths. “At least if we are dead someone will
have to take care of our child,” she can be heard
saying from her dangerous perch. After over five
hours on the ledge, police were able to coax her
to safety, but she still won’t be getting her job
back.
Harikleia is one of thousands of increasingly
desperate Greeks who cannot see a future under
the current Greek austerity measures. The
government has squandered its savings and is
mired in a debt crisis that is no longer
sustainable without help from the EU—which is
clamoring for drastic cuts. But it is everyday
Greek citizens who say they are paying the
highest price for the government’s mishandling
of its assets. Youth unemployment has climbed
to just under 50 percent, and the future looks
bleak. Austerity measures, which have included
stinging cuts in wages, pensions and public
sector jobs, are being demanded by the EU as
part of a massive bailout deal that will or won’t
happen in March. If the bailout fails, Greece
will default on its loans and face expulsion from
the euro, the EU’s common monetary currency.
While frustrated members of the EU debate

Immigration Being Debated in
Switzerland
Voters will have the final say on a
proposal by the right-wing Swiss People’s
Party to put a stop to what it calls “mass
immigration”. The party, which collected
136,195 signatures to force a vote, believes
the European Union has too much say on
immigration through the free movement of
people accord and wants the deal to be
re-negotiated.
The people’s initiative calls for quotas
for immigration, including for asylum
seekers, cross-border workers and family
members of immigrants. People’s Party
President Toni Brunner said that the
initiative would “open the debate on
immigration” and allow Switzerland to
manage the issue itself.
The business community has already
reacted against the initiative. The Swiss
Business Federation, Economiesuisse, said
that it would not solve any problems and
would call the tried and tested bilateral
agreement into question. This would have
harmful economic consequences, it warned.
(Excerpted from: No author listed, “Mass
Immigration initiative handed in,”
SwissInfo.Ch., February 14, 2012.)
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whether Greece’s attempts to manage its
debt are good enough to warrant the bailout
funds, many Greeks are either taking to the
streets to protest or hitting the road
altogether.
(Excerpted from: Barbie Latza Nadeau,
“Greek Exodus: Workers Flee to Canada
and Australia,” The Daily Beast,
www.thedailybeast.com., February 16,
2012.)

Since February 2, the Libyan Embassy has
been swarmed by both those waiting to receive
their passports and visas and the other waiting to
apply. “I already (paid) for a work permit,
finished my medical papers, and paid for
transportation all the way up here. I can’t go
back without handing in these papers,” said
49-year-old Bakheet Fayez, a flooring worker
from Assiut.
Fayez says he has spent 10 days in front of the
embassy waiting to turn in his papers, spending
nights at relatives’ homes. “I can’t leave because
these papers have expiration dates, and I can’t
afford to go through the process of getting them
again.” Fayez spent seven years in Tripoli. He
left when revolutionaries entered the city in
August.
The International Organization for Migration
estimates that around 200,000 Egyptian
migrants fled Libya during the turmoil. The
IOM estimates around 1.5 million Egyptians
lived in Libya before their revolution. Many of
these people supported families back home,
bringing in around $33 million a year in
remittances.
Although Libya is currently undergoing its
own political turmoil, many of these migrant
workers are craftsmen who believe Egypt’s
western neighbor still holds more professional
opportunities. Many of these workers would go
back and forth between Egypt and Libya
depending on the availability of jobs, which
according to the IOM is seasonal in many cases.
They are no strangers to the journey or the
administrative demands.
For these would-be migrants, though,
applying for visas to enter Libya — in place
since January, 1 2012 — is an entirely new
prospect. Egypt and Libya are still technically
bound to the Four Freedoms Agreement, which

After The Revolutions: Egyptian
Migrant Workers Struggle To
Return To Libya
Two countries, two revolutions. Yet as
both Egypt and Libya transition into new
realities, Egyptian workers face the old fact
that there are still more jobs across the
border. But for the thousands who fled the
war that took down Muammar Gaddafi's
regime, going back isn't easy. Egyptians
evacuated in March from war-torn Libya
(DOD) Egyptians evacuated in March from
war-torn Libya (DOD)
Hundreds of Egyptians have been
gathering around the Libyan Embassy in
Cairo over the past week, waiting to receive
or apply for visas as confusion grows
regarding the status of migrant Egyptians in
Libya. “I’ve been sleeping out here for four
days waiting for someone in the embassy to
open a window and take my visa
application,” said Refaat Ismail. After
working as a construction worker for over
10 years in Tubrok, a port city in eastern
Libya, Ismail must now face a whole new set
of rules that complicate his re-entry into
Libya where job opportunities are more
abundant.
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states that Egyptians and Libyans are free to
move across the Libya-Egypt border without
visas. However, this is not the first time the
sides have infringed upon this agreement to
limit the flow of Egyptian migrants to Libya.
In 2004, the former minister of manpower
signed the first agreement requiring work
permits as a pre-requisite for crossing
between the two countries.
But amid the current chaos, visas have
been issued and work is slowly moving
ahead. “I don’t blame the embassy. They just
went through a revolution, just like us, of
course they will have administrative
difficulties,” said Kamel Adham, a brick
maker from Fayoum. Mohsen Darwish had
just received his visa after a five-day wait
for his name to be called. The type of visa
was unspecified. On it, “The Socialist
People’s Libyan Arab Republic” was
crossed out with a blue pen. Next to it was
written: “The Free Libya.”
(Excerpted from: Mohamed Elmeshad,
Worldcrunch, February 16, 2012.)

EGSG to Sponsor 22 Sessions During
the New York City AAG Meetings
The Ethnic Geography Specialty Group will
be sponsoring 22 sessions during the 2012 AAG
meetings in New York City. This compares to
23 sessions sponsored by EGSG last year during
the Seattle AAG meetings. The following is a
listing and schedule of this year’s sessions:

Friday, March 24, 2012
1251 Black Social Movements in the United
States: Current Research and Perspectives
10:00 AM - 11:40 AM in Conference Room I,
Sheraton Hotel, Lower Level
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Political Geography Specialty Group
Socialist and Critical Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Paul Karolczyk - Louisiana State University
Doris Garcia
Chair(s):
Laura Y. Liu - The New School
Abstract(s):
10:00 AM Author(s): Paul Karolczyk - Louisiana
State University
Abstract Title: The New Afrikan Independence
Movement and the Internationalization of
Revolutionary Black Nationalism
10:20 AM Author(s): Doris Garcia - Louisiana
State University
Abstract Title: The Formation and Transnational
Politics of Garinagu Organizations in New York
City
10:40 AM Author(s): Rashad Shabazz - The
University of Vermont
Abstract Title: Black Radicalism and the Erotic:
Remapping the Boundaries of Blackness in James
Baldwin's Another Country
11:00 AM Author(s): Bobby Wilson - University
Of Alabama

Do You Have Anything to Contribute to
the EGSG Newsletter?
If so, Please Contact:
Thomas D. Boswell,
Department of Geography
University of Miami
Coral Gables, Florida 33124
TBoswell@Miami.edu
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Abstract Title: Scale Politics of the Civil Rights
Movement
11:20 AM Discussant: James Tyner - Kent
State University
Discussant(s):
James Tyner - Kent State University
Session Description: The geography of Black
social movements shows the centrality of space,
race, and agency in the solutions Blacks have
created to challenge racial and ethnic
oppression. Space and race are problematized
as involving both barriers and opportunities to
mobilization, while agency is demonstrated in
mobilization being self-determined action. This
session presents research and perspectives on
the geography of historical and current Black
social movements in the United States and
makes contributions to a broader discussion of
social movements and race in geography.
Compared is how diverse movements have
adapted to, navigated, and reshaped sites of
struggle in urban and rural environments imbued
with the forces of race, gender, ethnicity, nation,
and class. Examined is how such forces are
contended in Black social movement practices
including scalar politics, identity construction,
cross-cultural organizing, and international
alliance building. Evaluated are methods of
mapping geographies of Black social
movements including spatial analysis,
ethnography, archival research, textual analysis,
political economy, cultural studies, and social
theory.

Chair(s):
Heike C. Alberts - University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Abstract(s):
2:40 PM Author(s): Wan Yu - Arizona State
University
Abstract Title: Brain Circulation of Global Talents?
Students Migrants Between China and the U.S.
3:00 PM Author(s): Yixi Lu - University of
Saskatchewan
Abstract Title: Adaptation to Canada and Propensity
to Stay: The Transition from Student Status to
Permanent Residency in Canada
3:20 PM Author(s): Heike C. Alberts - University
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Abstract Title: Return Migration Intentions of
German Faculty in the United States
3:40 PM Author(s): Rebecca Theobald - University
of Colorado Colorado Springs
Abstract Title: International Faculty: A source of
diversity
4:00 PM Discussant: Micheline Van Riemsdijk University of Tennessee
Discussant(s):
Micheline Van Riemsdijk - University of Tennessee
Session Description: International students and
international faculty play an important role in higher
education institutions in the United States and
Canada. In this session we explore the
characteristics of these academic migrants, the
contributions they make to diversity, and their
migration decisions, with a particular focus on
possible return migrations.

Saturday, March 27, 2012

1503 International Students and Faculty
2:40 PM - 4:20 PM in Concourse C, Hilton NY,
Concourse Level
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Population Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Heike C. Alberts - University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh

2237 When "The Rest" Enters "The West":
(Re-)Negotiating Identities in Touristic Settings
10:00 AM - 11:40 AM in Harlem Suite, Hilton NY,
Fourth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Cultural Geography Specialty Group
Recreation, Tourism, and Sport Specialty Group
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
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stands on the doorsteps of western villages and
cities in order to consume locally, now in the role of
tourists to be served, their own culture in the
western world, or "the West" in the variety of its
local cultures. With which consequences,
re-establishing or thwarting existing power relations
between cultures, will identities in these touristic
settings be (re-)negotiated and (re-)experienced?
This session features papers that examine
interactions between specific groups in touristic
settings, such as travelers (from the global
"South"/"East"), those visited (in the "West") or
those active in the service sector. Papers challenge
the classic West/rest dichotomy in order to sketch
out new categories of scientific thinking in the field
of tourism research. Also sponsored by:
Environmental Perception and Behavioral
Geography Specialty Group; European Specialty
Group; The Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group;
Sexuality and Space Specialty Group.

Organizer(s):
Sybille Frank - Technical University Darmstadt
Chair(s):
Sybille Frank - Technical University Darmstadt
Abstract(s):
10:00 AM Author(s): Helen Delfeld, Ph.D. College of Charleston
Abstract Title: Tourist "Saviors"?
10:20 AM Author(s): Angela Sanders - Swiss
Forum for Migration and Population Studies,
University of Neuchâtel
Abstract Title: „Titlis, Terrace, Truebsee: A
Troubled Paradise?" - Crossroads of Indian
Tourism and Migration in the Swiss Alps
10:40 AM Author(s): Ivey R. Tapp - Georgia
State University Department of Anthropology
Abstract Title: "Eastern Invaders" and the
Salvaging of Venetian Identity
11:00 AM Author(s): Julia Weiss
Abstract Title: Contemporary Travel Journalism
in German and Norwegian Newspapers
11:20 AM Author(s): Rainer Fugmann Catholic University of Eichstaett-Ingolstadt
Alma Berenice Aceves Leyva Abstract Title: Performing tourism: Intercultural
aspects of the Chinese outbound tourism evidence from Germany
Session Description: Since the beginning of
modernity, tourist travel routes - and thus the
paths of tourism researchers – have led almost
exclusively from "the West" to "the rest" of the
world ("the West and the Rest", cf. Stuart Hall).
In the last few years, however, the economic
upturn in parts of the global "East" and "South"
and the general expansion and lower cost of
travel opportunities have made western
destinations accessible for more and more
people from the former "rest of the world" in the
framework of leisure-time traveling. This
session enquires whether and how
western-influenced patterns of world order,
constructions of identities and interactions in
tourist space change when "the rest" suddenly

2452 International Immigrant Centralities in
Urban Contexts: Spatial Dynamics and Social
Processes.
12:40 PM - 2:20 PM in Conference Room J,
Sheraton Hotel, Lower Level
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Urban Geography Specialty Group
Latin America Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Virginie Baby Collin - Université de Provence
Geneviève Cortès - University of Montpellier
Chair(s):
Virginie Baby Collin - Université de Provence
Abstract(s):
12:40 PM Author(s): Lucile Medina, Université
Paul-Valéry Montpellier and Virginie Baby Collin,
Aix Marseille Université,
Abstract Title: Andean concentrations and Bolivian
centralities in multicultural Spanish metropolises
(Madrid and Barcelona).
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1:00 PM Author(s): Marie D. Price - George
Washington University
Abstract Title: The Challenge of Immigrant
Inclusion in Increasingly Diverse Gateway
Cities: The Case of Metropolitan Washington
1:20 PM Author(s): Susana Maria SassoneConicet, Geneviève Cortès - University of
Montpellier
Abstract Title: Immigrant Centralities and
Geography of the Peripheries: the Case of the
Bolivian Community in Buenos Aires
1:40 PM Author(s): Ricard Moren-Alegret Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
Dawid Wladyka - Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona, Albert Mas - Universitat Autonoma
de Barcelona
Abstract Title: Does the locality size matter?
Foreign immigrants' integration in Barcelona,
Roses and Castelló d'Empúries (Catalonia,
Spain)
2:00 PM Discussant: David L. Giband University of Perpignan
Discussant(s):
David L. Giband - University of Perpignan
Session Description: The settlement of
international immigrants in gateway cities or
their sprawl in smaller urban centers reveal
processes of spatial concentration and
dispersion. These dynamics refer to spatial and
social dimensions, such as ethnic networks, real
estate markets, job opportunities, local histories
of settlements and segregation patterns. We
wish to look into the construction of immigrant
urban centralities at different scales, and their
evolution through time, comparing several urban
contexts of South America, USA, and Europe.
Is there a threshold, which could determine
an immigrant centrality? This centrality may be
defined by an economic ethnic dimension, a
residential concentration more or less visible in
the urban landscape, or a place of regular ethnic
practices, which can differ from the residential
and economic immigrant neighborhoods. How

do these elements converge, and who are the
dominant actors in this process?
Large metropolitan gateways offer several types
of immigrant centralities. On one hand, residential,
economic and social concentrations may not match;
on the other, suburbanization fosters outlying
suburbs as new immigrant centralities. Would they
be more or less diverse than the inner-city ones? In
smaller urban contexts, would the patterns of
immigrant concentration present specific
dimensions? Some immigrant centralities may be
more ethnically identified, or seen as multiethnic
and cosmopolitan neighborhoods. Do the different
patterns reveal specific ways of immigrants'
incorporation?
Exploring the notions of visible/invisible,
ethnic/multicultural, central/peripheral, the session
will underline the way immigrant centralities are
shaped in various urban contexts, and how they
reveal different forms of social integration.

Sunday, March 26, 2012
3616 Diversity in the Geographic Workforce
4:40 PM - 6:20 PM in Morgan Suite, Hilton NY,
Second Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Enhancing Departments and Graduate Education
project (EDGE)
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
AAG ALIGNED Diversity Project
Organizer(s):
Joy K. Adams - Association of American
Geographers
Sarah Siegel - Association of American
Geographers
Chair(s):
Darryl T. Cohen - U.S. Bureau Of the Census
Panelist(s):
Amy Blatt - Quest Diagnostics
Heather R. Houlton - American Geosciences
Institute
Rebecca Haacker-Santos - SOARS-UCAR
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Dennis M Davidson - San Diego State
University
Darryl T. Cohen - U.S. Bureau Of the Census
Paisly Di Bianca - Northeastern Illinois
University
Lisa Nungesser - Individual Member
Session Description: The panelists in this
session represent a cross-section of sectors and
industries in which geographers are employed.
The session chairs will lead a structured
discussion of the following questions:
1. What does diversity mean in today's
workforce? Why is diversity an
important concern for employers and for
the discipline of geography as a whole?
2. How can employers attract, retain, and
support a diverse workforce?
3. What are the unique employment
challenges and opportunities for
geographers from traditionally
underrepresented groups?
4. In what ways are employers and
educators meeting and/or failing to meet
the needs of diverse employees and
students? How does progress toward
diversity goals vary for members of
different constituencies?
5. What trends can we expect to see in
workforce diversity over the next 10
years? How will they vary by location,
industry, and sector?
Time will be reserved to address questions and
topics raised by members of the audience.

Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Tyler McCreary - York University
Ranu Basu - York University
Chair(s):
Ranu Basu - York University
Abstract(s):
8:00 AM Author(s): Sheelah R Mclean, PhD
Candidate - University of Saskatchewan
Abstract Title: The Whiteness of Green:
Racialization and Environmental Education
8:20 AM Author(s): Tyler McCreary - York
University
Abstract Title: Mining Aboriginal Success: The
Uncanny Politics of Difference in Continuing
Education for Industry Needs
8:40 AM Author(s): Nashwa Salem OISE/University of Toronto
Abstract Title: Chronopolitics and Power Reversals:
The role of law in education for imagining a
violence-free world
9:00 AM Author(s): Matt Dyce - The University of
British Columbia
Abstract Title: Canada and the Education of
Geographical Selves
Session Description: Educational institutions serve
as a central mechanism for transmitting cultural
knowledge and skilling future generations, as well
as key sites of neighbourhood integration, social
capital formation, and the development of civil
society. Educational spaces continue to be imbued
with multiple purposes and meanings, and there are
myriad aspects to the critical geography of
education. Schools have been both central vehicles
for enacting national ideologies and key sites of
ideological contestation within the nation.
Jurisdictional contests over who controls education
have been a central aspect of educational politics, as
school is a central instrument of governmentality,
instilling regimes for the subjectification of future
generations. The corresponding material realities to
ideologies of the state also become discernible in
educational spaces, and landscapes of disparities can

3176 Critical Geographies of Education I:
Colonialism, Race, and New Education
Programs and Technologies
8:00 AM - 9:40 AM in Madison Suite 6,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Socialist and Critical Geography Specialty
Group
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be observed at various scales within nations,
regions, communities, and schools. The
introduction of new technologies are further
transforming the spaces, subjectivities, and
power relations of education. Nonetheless,
schools continue to be sites of contestation,
resistance and possibility, where multiple
identities and agendas are at play.
In these sessions, we are presenting papers
that critically examine the geographies of
education. Emphasizing studies of the dynamics
of subaltern education in the contradictory
contemporary moment, informed by both the
demand for recognition of difference and the
exacerbating inequalities and divisions caused
by neoliberal regimes, we have organized five
sessions. These focus on elucidating critical
interrogations of education programs,
geographies of neoliberalism and educational
inequality, critical race geographies of
education, urban geographies of education, and
critical pedagogies in the neoliberal moment.

Abstract Title: Multiplying Spaces of Subalterity in
Education: From Ideological Realms to Strategizing Outcomes
10:20 AM Author(s): Christopher Lizotte University of Washington
Abstract Title: Making school transformation work
in Seattle: Emerging political scales of choice-based
school reform efforts
10:40 AM Author(s): Valerie Ledwith - National
University of Ireland, Galway
Kathy Reilly - National University of Ireland,
Galway
Abstract Title: Accommodating All Applicants?
School Choice and the Regulation of Enrolment in
Ireland.
11:00 AM Author(s): Kathy Reilly - National
University of Ireland Galway, Ireland
Valerie Ledwith - National University of Ireland
Galway
Abstract Title: Capital Accumulations? Geographies
of Opportunity and Migrant Educational
Experiences in Galway, Ireland.
Session Description: Please see description for item
3176 above.

3276 Critical Geographies of Education II:
Landscapes of Disparity, Neoliberalism and
Inequality in Education
10:00 AM - 11:40 AM in Madison Suite 6,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Political Geography Specialty Group
Socialist and Critical Geography Specialty
Group
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Tyler McCreary - York University
Ranu Basu - York University
Chair(s):
Anne Godlewska
Abstract(s):
10:00 AM Author(s): Ranu Basu - York
University

3476 Critical Geographies of Education III:
Neoliberal Subjects, Entrepreneurial Norms,
Whiteness, Race, and Indigeneity
12:40 PM - 2:20 PM in Madison Suite 6, Sheraton
Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Indigenous Peoples Specialty Group
Political Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Tyler McCreary - York University
Anne Godlewska
Chair(s):
Tyler McCreary - York University
Abstract(s):
12:40 PM Author(s): Verna St Denis, PhD. University of Saskatchewan
Abstract Title: Indigenous teachers and students as
interlopers in Canadian public schools.
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1:00 PM Author(s): Kate Cairns, PhD University of Toronto
Abstract Title: Situating Selves: Students'
Place-Based Narratives of Race, Class and
Rurality
1:20 PM Author(s): Amar Bhatia - University
of Toronto, Faculty of Law, S.J.D. candidate
Abstract Title: Business Casual: Personal
Appearance, Union Buttons, and a Dress Code
for Elementary Teachers in an Ontario School
District
1:40 PM Author(s): Melanie Knight, PhD Ryerson University
Abstract Title: The making of enterprising
citizens in post-secondary institutions: Race-ing
and gendering the neoliberal subject
2:00 PM Author(s): Anne Godlewska - Queen's
University
Abstract Title: The Solution is the Problem: The
Neoliberal Approach to Aboriginal Education
3440 Ethnic Geography Specialty Group: A
Celebration of Twenty Years
12:40 PM - 2:20 PM in Hudson York Suite,
Hilton NY, Fourth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Chair(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Panelist(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Thomas D. Boswell - University of Miami
Ira Sheskin - University of Miami
Carlos Teixeira - University of British
Columbia Okanagan
Session Description: This panel will celebrate
twenty years since the formation of the Ethnic
Geography Specialty Group(EGSG) by
showcasing the progress of the group over the
period 1992-2012. Past chairs will offer their
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Session Description: Please see description for item
3176 above.
3566 Transnationalism and Developmental
Impacts of Migration on Africa, Ghana
2:40 PM - 4:20 PM in Liberty 4, Sheraton Hotel,
Third Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Africa Specialty Group
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Ian Yeboah - Miami University
Naa Ansaa Ansah-Koi - Miami University
Chair(s):
Madeleine Wong - St. Lawrence University
Abstract(s):
2:40 PM Author(s): Naa Ansaa Ansah-Koi - Miami
University
Abstract Title: Changing Geographies of
Development: The Role of Information and
Communications Technologies in Transnationalism
3:00 PM Author(s): Madeleine Wong, PhD - St.
Lawrence University
Abstract Title: "Going Home": Strategies of return
and integration for Ghanaian Skilled Professionals
3:20 PM Author(s): Christian Fredrik Adams,
student - Miami University
Abstract Title: Geography of Remittances in Ghana
3:40 PM Author(s): Ian Yeboah - Miami University
Abstract Title: Global-Local Nexus: Costs and
Benefits of Migration for Ghana
Session Description: Global migration has increased
since the 1980s and this migration has been
predominantly a movement of people from the global
periphery (especially Africa) and semi-periphery to
the global core. Developmental differences between
these three scales of the globe and the transnational
nature of this migration mean there is a
developmental impact of migration on source regions
of immigrants. Yet, geographic literature on
immigration to the global core has focused on
immigrant experiences in their new destinations,
their ability to generate new geographies in their new
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destinations and the transnational nature of this
immigration. Unlike economists, geographers
have paid very limited attention to the
geography of developmental impacts of
immigration and its associated transnationalism
on Africa. This session seeks to fill this gap in
our understanding of the geography of
transnationalism and its developmental impacts
on Africa. Our interest is in papers that deal
with, but are not limited to, the transnational
character of migration, technologies used in
transnational migration, the nexus of migration
and developmental, social and economic
impacts of migration on Africa, the geography
of brain drain, and the geography of remittances.
3676 Critical Geographies of Education V:
Pedagogies of Liberation and Neoliberal
Constraints
4:40 PM - 6:20 PM in Madison Suite 6,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Socialist and Critical Geography Specialty
Group
Political Geography Specialty Group
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Tyler McCreary - York University
Anne Godlewska
Chair(s):
Peter M Brogan
Abstract(s):
4:40 PM Author(s): Elsie Lewison - University
of Toronto
Abstract Title: Development Undead:
Reflections on a Neoliberal Life after Academic
Death
5:00 PM Author(s): Gregory Martin University of Technology Sydney
Tony Brown - University of Technology,
Sydney
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Abstract Title: Here be dragons? Off the edge of the
map, critical pedagogies in the neoliberal university
5:20 PM Author(s): Christopher Riley - Ohio State
University - Geography
Abstract Title: Teaching Beyond the Test: How
Alternative Pedagogies Might be Realized
5:40 PM Author(s): Kristin Smith - Ryerson
University
Donna Jeffery - University of Victoria
Abstract Title: Critical Pedagogies? What Does
On-line Social Work Education Do in the Neoliberal
Moment?
Session Description: Educational institutions serve
as a central mechanism for transmitting cultural
knowledge and skilling future generations, as well as
key sites of neighbourhood integration, social capital
formation, and the development of civil society.
Educational spaces continue to be imbued with
multiple purposes and meanings, and there are
myriad aspects to the critical geography of education.
Schools have been both central vehicles for enacting
national ideologies and key sites of ideological
contestation within the nation. Jurisdictional contests
over who controls education have been a central
aspect of educational politics, as school is a central
instrument of governmentality, instilling regimes for
the subjectification of future generations. The
corresponding material realities to ideologies of the
state also become discernible in educational spaces,
and landscapes of disparities can be observed at
various scales within nations, regions, communities,
and schools. The introduction of new technologies
are further transforming the spaces, subjectivities,
and power relations of education. Nonetheless,
schools continue to be sites of contestation,
resistance and possibility, where multiple identities
and agendas are at play.
In these sessions, we are presenting papers that
critically examine the geographies of education.
Emphasizing studies of the dynamics of subaltern
education in the contradictory contemporary moment,
informed by both the demand for recognition of
difference and the exacerbating inequalities and
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divisions caused by neoliberal regimes, we have
organized five sessions. These focus on
elucidating critical interrogations of education
programs, geographies of neoliberalism and
educational inequality, critical race geographies
of education, urban geographies of education,
and critical pedagogies in the neoliberal
moment.

Monday, March 27, 2012
4237 Ethnic Geography Specialty Group

Distinguished Scholar Lecture:
Wei Li
10:00 AM - 11:40 AM in Harlem Suite,
Hilton NY, Fourth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Urban Geography Specialty Group
Population Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Carlos Teixeira - University of British
Columbia Okanagan
Chair(s):
Carlos Teixeira - University of British
Columbia Okanagan
Abstract(s):
10:00 AM Author(s): Wei Li - Arizona State
University
Abstract Title: Intellectual Migration and
Brain Circulation: conceptual framework
and empirical evidence
10:20 AM Discussant: Audrey Kobayashi Queen's University
10:30 AM Discussant: Lucia P Lo - York
University
10:40 AM Discussant: Thomas D. Boswell University of Miami
Session Description: Globalization and the
advent of the knowledge economy have
created a new context where highly skilled
workers and entrepreneurs are in great
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demand and their mobility is increasingly being
scrutinized by both academics and policy makers.
The competition for highly skilled migrants has
acquired unprecedented complexity particularly
as emerging economies such as the BRIC
countries become the new "tigers" of economic
growth in 21st century. In the context of
post-global financial meltdown and economic
recession, the US may start losing its image as the
greenest grassland in terms of highly-skilled
international migration given the competitions
from Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and some
European countries, and the emerging economies
in some developing countries as well. These
countries either have points systems for
immigrant admission or their equivalent of H-1B
visa programs that do not subject to quotas while
offering direct permanent residency, instead of
going through another temporary visa, for
international students who are educated in their
respective country.
This paper, therefore will:
1. First provide a general overview of
contemporary international migration,
and the relationship among migrants
themselves, migrant sending countries and
receiving countries, as well as the
native-born populations in receiving
countries.
2. Then reveal some key immigration
admission policies pertaining to
highly-skilled international migration in
both developed and developing countries.
Examine the changing dynamics and
realities of highly skilled international
migration.
3. End with situating highly-skilled
international migration in the global
contexts of social hierarchy while offering
some policy implications.
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4473 Issues in Ethnic Geography I
12:40 PM - 2:20 PM in Madison Suite 3,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Chair(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Abstract(s):
12:40 PM Author(s): Ira Martin Sheskin, PhD University of Miami
Abstract Title: Spatial Variations in
Anti-Semitism in the United States
1:00 PM Author(s): Michael Poulsen Macquarie University
Abstract Title: Migrant Residential Assimilation
in Sydney, Australia: Geographic Scale and
Spatial Microsimulation
1:20 PM Author(s): Lawrence E Estaville Texas State University
Kristine Egan - City of San Antonio
Abstract Title: Ethnic Health Disparities in
Texas: The Texas Health Atlas
1:40 PM Author(s): Karl Byrand, Associate
Professor of Geography - University of
Wisconsin Colleges
Abstract Title: Hmong Health Care in the U.S.
and Cultural Conflict: Changing Trends During
the Last Decade
2:00 PM Author(s): Stavros T. Constantinou Ohio State University
Abstract Title: Enduring Themes of
Contemporary Greek-American Ethnic Identity
4475 The Experiences of Immigrants in
Urban Areas in U.S.
12:40 PM - 2:20 PM in Madison Suite 5,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Urban Geography Specialty Group
Population Specialty Group

Volume 18 , Number 1

Organizer(s):
Carlos Teixeira - University of British Columbia
Okanagan
Wei Li - Arizona State University
Chair(s):
Carlos Teixeira - University of British Columbia
Okanagan
Abstract(s):
12:40 PM Author(s): Owen J. Furuseth, Ph.D. University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Heather A Smith, Ph.D. - University of North
Carolina at Charlotte
Abstract Title: Settling in a Maturing 21st Century
Immigrant Gateway: Lessons from Charlotte, North
Carolina
1:00 PM Author(s): Sebastian Burset - University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Monika Stodolska, Associate Professor - University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Abstract Title: Constraints on Leisure and Travel
among Undocumented Latino Immigrants
1:20 PM Author(s): Elizabeth Chacko - The George
Washington University
Abstract Title: Of nomenclature and acceptance:
identity formation among first and second generation
Asian Indians in the United States
1:40 PM Author(s): Alan Marcus, Ph.D. - Towson
University
Abstract Title: The Brazilian Jeito and Gerson's Law
as a Geographical Necessity
Session Description: Immigrants are faced with
many challenges such as language barriers,
affordable housing, poverty, segregation and social
isolation. This session will look at the experiences of
immigrants in urban areas in U.S.
4573 Issues in Ethnic Geography II
2:40 PM - 4:20 PM in Madison Suite 3, Sheraton
Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
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Chair(s):
Lance Freeman
Abstract(s):
2:40 PM Author(s): Aafke Heringa - URU
(Urban And Regional Research Center Utrecht)
Utrecht University
Abstract Title: Time-space trajectories, the
residential neighborhood, and inter-ethnic
contact and attitudes
3:00 PM Author(s): Andrew Gaber - SUNYUniversity at Buffalo
Abstract Title: Remembering/Contesting the
Old/New Neighborhood: Jewish
Suburbanization and the Memory of Place in
Buffalo, NY
3:20 PM Author(s): Rye Tracker Carlson Macalester College
Abstract Title: The Frogtown Hmong Farmers'
Market of Saint Paul: Boon for
Community-Wide Food Security and Food
Justice, or Exclusive Coping Strategy?
3:40 PM Author(s): David Dorrell - Georgia
Gwinnett College
Abstract Title: Ethnic mining communities of
the Choctaw Nation in Oklahoma
4:00 PM Author(s): Lance Freeman Columbia University
Abstract Title: Neighborhood Racial and Ethnic
Transition across US Cities, 1970-2010

Carlos Teixeira - University of British Columbia
Okanagan
Abstract(s):
2:40 PM Author(s): Min-Jung Kwak - Innis College
Urban Studies Program, University of Toronto
Ann Kim - Department of Sociology, York
University
Abstract Title: Patterns and Implications of
Citizenship among the Highly Mobile
3:00 PM Author(s): Sandy Wong - The Ohio State
University
Richard Wright - Dartmouth
Abstract Title: Enclave evolution? Contemporary
Asian residential concentration patterns in the US
3:20 PM Author(s): Richard N Gioioso, Ph.D. SUNY-Purchase
Abstract Title: Identity, Trust, and Assimilation: The
Case of Latinos in Little Havana
3:40 PM Author(s): John W Frazier, PhD Binghamton University
Norah F. Henry, PhD - Binghamton University,
Brendan McGovern, MA - Binghamton University
Abstract Title: "Ice Cream and Ethnic Tensions in
Queens, New York"
Session Description: Immigrants are faced with
many challenges such as language barriers,
affordable housing, poverty, segregation and social
isolation. This session will look at the experiences of
immigrants in urban areas in U.S. and Canada.

4575 The Experiences of Immigrants in
Urban Areas in U.S. and Canada
2:40 PM - 4:20 PM in Madison Suite 5,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Urban Geography Specialty Group
Population Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Carlos Teixeira - University of British Columbia
Okanagan
Wei Li - Arizona State University
Chair(s):

4673 Issues in Ethnic Geography III
4:40 PM - 6:20 PM in Madison Suite 3, Sheraton
Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Chair(s):
Sarah Moser - Center for Urban and Global Studies,
Trinity College
Abstract(s):
4:40 PM Author(s): Reuben Allen - Indiana State
University
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Abstract Title: Problematic Issues of Data on
Race in Puerto Rico
5:00 PM Author(s): John Adebayo Oyedepo,
PhD - University of Agriculture,
John Adebayo Oyedepo, MSc.GIS; M.E.M.P.;
PhD - University of Agriculture, Abeokuta
Omolola Elizabeth Oyedepo, M.Agric. University of Agriculture, Abeokuta
Adedamola Abideen Ogunsesan,
MScGeography; MSc. GIS - Nigerian
Conservation Foundation, Lekki Lagos
Abstract Title: Ethnicity, Natural Resources and
Cultural Diversity for National Development
5:20 PM Author(s): Jong-Seo Won - Kyung
Hee University
Chang-Hyeon Joh - Kyung Hee University
Abstract Title: Korean-Chinese ethnic enclave
in Seoul
5:40 PM Author(s): Juan Herrera - UC
Berkeley
Abstract Title: Consolidating Movements,
Spatializing Presence: How Private Foundations
Transformed Oakland Nonprofit Organizations
6:00 PM Author(s): Sarah Moser - University
of Massachusetts Lowell
Abstract Title: The spatiality of supranational
Chinese identity in Indonesia
4675 The Housing Experiences of Immigrants
in North American and Australian Cities
4:40 PM - 6:20 PM in Madison Suite 5,
Sheraton Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Urban Geography Specialty Group
Population Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Carlos Teixeira - University of British Columbia
Okanagan
Chair(s):
Stavros Constantinou - Ohio State University
Abstract(s):
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4:40 PM Author(s): Nausheen H. Anwar, Dr. Independent Scholar
Abstract Title: Geographies of Insurgent Citizenship:
Mapping Karachi's Ethnic Politics in its Periphery
5:00 PM Author(s): Carlos Teixeira - University of
British Columbia Okanagan
Abstract Title: The Housing Experiences and Coping
Strategies of Recent Immigrants in the Suburbs of
Vancouver
5:20 PM Author(s): James Forrest - MACQUARIE
UNIVERSITY
Abstract Title: The Housing Resettlement Experience
of Recent Refugee Immigrants to Australia
5:40 PM Author(s): Filip Stabrowski - UC Berkeley
Abstract Title: temp
Session Description: Immigrant researchers and
policy makers are increasingly seeking to better
understand the successful integration of immigrants
into a new society. This session will look at the
housing experiences and coping strategies of
immigrants in North American and Autralian cities.

4836 Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Business Meeting
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM in Green Room, Hilton NY,
Fourth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Program Committee

Tuesday, March 28, 2012
5241 Borders within Cities: Limitations to
Integration
10:00 AM - 11:40 AM in Midtown Suite, Hilton NY,
Fourth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Regional Development and Planning Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
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José Díaz-Garayúa - Coppin State University
Chair(s):
José Díaz-Garayúa - Coppin State University
Abstract(s):
10:00 AM Introduction: José Díaz-Garayúa Coppin State University
10:01 AM Author(s): Kathleen Seal - Texas
State University
Abstract Title: Memphis City Parks: Racial
Divisiveness in Public Spaces
10:21 AM Author(s): Neiset Bayouth Doctoral Candidate Rutgers University, Adjunct
Faculty Kean University
Abstract Title: Marketing identity, negotiating
boundaries: ethnic entrepreneurship in Paterson,
New Jersey.
10:34 AM Author(s): José Rafael Díaz
Garayúa, Ph.D. - Coppin State University
Abstract Title: Partitioning the City: Roads as
Barriers to Integration
10:47 AM Author(s): Dulce Pimentel - e-GEO
- Research Centre for Geography and Regional
Planning
Rodrigues António, Dr - e-Geo, Research Centre
for Geography and Regional Planning
José António Tenedório, Prof. - e-Geo Research Centre for Geography and Regional
Planning
Abstract Title: Recent segregation in the Lisbon
area: exploring relations between the social mix
and urban dynamics
11:07 AM Author(s): Luis Sanchez-Ayala,
Ph.D. - Universidad de los Andes
Abstract Title: Space and Identity: Bogota´s
New Social Labels
11:27 AM Discussant: Carlos Guilbe University of Puerto Rico
Discussant(s):
Carlos Guilbe - University of Puerto Rico
Session Description: Within cities, there are
many boundaries that although undeclared
remain latent. These boundaries often designate
the margins that separate the wealthy and the
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underprivileged and create a sense of belonging or
exclusion. In many instances, these boundaries have
been deliberately set forth through methods such as
zoning law - pertaining land uses, building types and
tenant categories. In other instances, these
boundaries are unconsciously set by the identities
tied to particular areas and how these influence
settlement patterns. This session explores different
ways in which cities are shaped by boundaries and
how these boundaries and their meanings are set,
contested and negotiated.
5475 Longing and Belonging: Geographies of
Exile and Diaspora I
2:00 PM - 3:40 PM in Madison Suite 5, Sheraton
Hotel, Fifth Floor
Sponsorship(s):
Cultural Geography Specialty Group
Political Geography Specialty Group
Ethnic Geography Specialty Group
Organizer(s):
Diana Ter-Ghazaryan
Patricia Price - Florida International Univ.
Chair(s):
Patricia Price - Florida International Univ.
Abstract(s):
2:00 PM Author(s): Catherine Elizabeth Lee - Texas
Tech University
Abstract Title: Belonging in Transylvania: The
YouTube Debates
2:20 PM Author(s): Ágnes Eross - Geographical
Research Institute Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Monika Váradi - Centre for Regional Studies
Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Abstract Title: We are culturally Hungarians, but in
mentality Serbians" - identity (re)creation in a
transnational community
2:40 PM Author(s): Timothy Heleniak - University
of Maryland
Abstract Title: Diasporas for Development in Eurasia
3:00 PM Author(s): Beth Mitchneck - University of
Arizona
Joanna Regulska - Rutgers University
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Abstract Title: Spaces of displacement and
(re)placing social networks: Internally
Displaced in the Republic of Georgia
3:20 PM Author(s): Diana Ter-Ghazaryan Florida International University
Abstract Title: Mapping Diaspora Investment in
the Landscape of Yerevan
Session Description: Individuals and groups
who find themselves separated from what they
view to be their rightful or natural homeland
experience their displacement in keen terms. In
attempting to build new lives, livelihoods,
identities, and senses of belonging, exiles and
diasporic individuals undergo processes that are
at once emotionally, economically, and
politically charged. Geographic work on exile
and diasporic populations is usually folded into
geographic understandings of migration. Here,
we will assemble papers that point to the
specificity of the exile and diasporic experience,
as well as the diversity within these categories.

SEE YOU AT THE AAG
MEETINGS IN
NEW YORK CITY!!
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